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SEASON TICKETS NOW ON SALE!
Tickets start as low as $165. Reserve your spot today!

2015 HOME FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
9.5.15

Paint it Purple

9.26.15
Paint it Gold

10.17.15
Homecoming

10.22.15
Paint it Black

11.7.15

Military Appreciation

11.28.15
Senior Day

800-DIAL-ECU / ECUPirates.com

APRIL 17 - 18

Activities @ Dowdy Ficklen include:

FRIDAY

PEE DEE’S BIRTHDAY PARTY
PARADE OF PIGS
FREE MOVIE ON THE VIDEOBOARD

SATURDAY

BBQ & AUTOGRAPH SESSION
KID ZONE & DJ
PURPLE/GOLD SPRING FOOTBALL GAME

For a full list of events & details visit: ECUPirates.com
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32nd Annual
Pigskin Pig-Out
A few dates stand apart for special status as East
Carolina fans mark their calendars each year.
The football, basketball and baseball season
openers and National Signing Day are among
the occasions that tend to be highlighted on the
typical ECU partisan’s annual planning agenda.
But no event stirs the same flavor of enthusiasm among young and old alike as the PurpleGold Pigskin Pig-Out Party. This year’s Pig-Out
will be a two-day affair on Friday and Saturday,
April 17-18, featuring a birthday party for Pee
Dee, the Parade of Pigs, world-class BBQ, an
autograph session, Kid Zone, a free movie on
the Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium video board and
more — with the festivities punctuated by the
Purple-Gold Spring Football Game.
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Kurt Benkert is the most likely candidate to replace Shane Carden at quarterback. (W.A. Myatt photo)

INSIDE SPRING

FOOTBALL
Pirates looking for right mix
of old hands, new talents
By Al Myatt

East Carolina began spring football practice on March 20 with position competition anticipated throughout the program as the Pirates lost five starters on offense and
six on defense from a team that went 8-5 overall in 2014 with a 5-3 record in its first
season in the American Athletic Conference.
There also was the kicker void to fill
on special teams with ECU’s career scoring
leader Warren Harvey completing his eligibility with the Pirates’ 28-20 loss to Florida
in the Birmingham Bowl.
Two offensive coaches had new responsibilities. Dave Nichol became offensive coordinator and quarterbacks coach
when Lincoln Riley left for Oklahoma. Riley’s
younger brother, Garrett, was promoted
from offensive staff assistant to outside receivers coach.
Former Oklahoma player Brad Davis
was hired from James Madison to coach the
ECU offensive linemen and coordinate the
run game after Brandon Jones accepted responsibilities at California.
Pirates coach Ruffin McNeill has been
recovering from hip replacement surgery in
late February but was still enthusiastic as
the offseason workouts got under way.
“It’s always a special time for me to be
out here with family,” McNeill said.
The Pirates coach noted that eight
players would miss the offseason workouts.

That group included outside linebacker Jeton Beavers (right shoulder), inside linebacker Devaris Brunson (right knee), wide
receiver Curtis Burston (lower back), tight
end Darren Dowdell (left leg), offensive lineman Kyle Erickson (right Achilles), outside
linebacker Pat Green (lower back), offensive lineman Ike Harris (right shoulder) and
offensive lineman Tre Robertson (right/left
shoulders).
McNeill also said that quarterback
Cody Keith would also be held out and monitored in the spring as he recovers from surgery that kept him out of action last season.
Keith’s absence narrowed the competition for the assignment to replace Shane
Carden as quarterback to Kurt Benkert, the
2014 back-up who played sparingly, and
Blake Kemp, a left-hander who performed
on the scout team last season after transferring from Mesa Community College in Arizona.
Nichol said the starting assignment
will be based on who moves the team the
best and makes the fewest mistakes.

The Pirates have set a high standard on the offensive side of the ball,
averaging 35.8 points and 533.0 yards
per game last season.
ECU will be looking for an experienced offensive line and several running backs to take some pressure off
its passing game as that phase of the
offense must also adjust to the loss of
big-time receivers Justin Hardy and
Cam Worthy.
Davon Grayson, Jimmy Williams,
Bryce Williams, Isaiah Jones, Quay
Johnson, Travon Brown and Terrell
Green comprise the nucleus of the returning receiver corps.
“We feel really good about those
guys,” said Nichol, who coached ECU’s
outside receivers for three seasons.
Chris Hairston, Anthony Scott,
Marquez Grayson and Cory Hunter
are among the experienced returners
at running back. Virginia Tech transfer
Chris Mangus also will get a look after working on the scout team in 2014
while sitting out.
“That’s where it all starts,” Nichol said of the ground game. “Then
you’ve got your play action passes off
the thing, which can be very effective.
We’ve got a bunch of linemen returning, long story short, so that’s going to
help us in that running game. We’ve
got to lean on those guys and they’ve
got to improve.”
The defensive coaching staff returns intact. ECU allowed just 111.8 yards
per game rushing last season and defensive coordinator Rick Smith has expressed his confidence in continuing to
be a tough team to run against despite
some significant personnel losses.
“We’ve got some really good
players we’ve got to replace,” Smith
said. “It’s going to be hard to replace
Brandon Williams, who was a great (inside) linebacker for us.”
Williams was second on the
Left: Chris Hairston

team behind rising senior inside linebacker Zeek Bigger in tackles with 54
solo stops and 70 assists.
“It’s going to be hard to replace
(defensive lineman) Chrishon Rose,”
Smith said. “Lamar Ivey (strong safety)
played well for us. Those guys are going to be hard to replace.”
Smith, who coaches the secondary, will be moving some players in the
offseason. The competition at field
corner will include Josh Hawkins, Travis Phillips and Corey Seargent. Smith
planned to move Rocco Scarfone
from field corner to boundary corner.
DaShaun Amos, Nhyre Quinerly and
Bobby Fulp also were in the field corner picture. Travon Simmons had the
starting job at free safety going into
spring. Fulp and Domonique Lennon,
who had to clear some academic hurdles, also were expected to contend.
Terrell Richardson finished 2014
impressively at strong safety. DaShawn
Benton has moved to strong safety
from the boundary corner. Blake Norwood, Drew Turnage and Xavier Smith
also will work there.
ECU allowed foes 255.5 yards
per game passing last season. The potential for a better pass rush provides
the possibility of lowering that number.
Special teams coordinator Kirk
Doll will be tweaking his various units.
The top candidates to replace Harvey
as placekicker are Texas A&M transfer
Davis Plowman and Connor Torruella.
A healthy Trevon Brown is expected to boost the return game.
Pirate fans will be able to see the
culmination of spring workouts at 2:30
p.m. on Saturday, April 18, at DowdyFicklen Stadium when ECU has its Purple-Gold game.
Photos by W.A. Myatt.

Right: Davon Grayson
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PLUGGING GAPS AROUND
CORE OF VETERANS
By Kevin Monroe

With five seasons under his belt, Coach Ruffin McNeill has been able to mold
this program in a way that mirrors his ideals and beliefs. Every player in that locker
room was recruited by Coach McNeill and came to East Carolina to have a chance to
play for him. When recruits step on campus and meet ECU’s staff and players they can
quickly see the family atmosphere that Ruffin fosters. Pirate football under Coach Ruff
is tough, well-prepared, and confident. McNeill and his staff love the underdog role
and they preach any voice outside the locker room doors is just noise and players are
taught to drown out the noise.
Every time the Pirates take the field
the fans get to see a team that can play to
the last play against a conference foe like
Central Florida or play an SEC powerhouse
like Florida and go toe-to-toe. That doesn’t
mean they are always successful. The 2014
season was full of ups and downs, but you
knew when you sat down in the stadium or
in front of your TV that you would see an
East Carolina team that will fight to the end,
play with passion, and play for each other:
“One Team…One Heartbeat.”
After winning six of their first seven
games last season, the Pirates stumbled
down the stretch in The American, losing
four of their last six games. Adding insult
to injury, they graduated the top performing
quarterback and receiver in East Carolina’s
history. As Shane Carden and Justin Hardy
prepare for the NFL draft, their successors
Left: Kurt Benkert (ECU Media Relations photo)

are on the field participating in spring football practice.
The Pirates’ offense will return several experienced players at receiver, running back, and offensive line (six returning
starters from 2014). The offense will have a
new coordinator in Dave Nichol, who was
on last year’s staff under Lincoln Riley. The
offensive system won’t change, but the play
calling and approach to the game will take
on Coach Nichol’s personality. Sophomore
Kurt Benkert seems to be the early leader in
the club house to start at quarterback in the
fall, but he will be pushed by juniors Cody
Keith and Blake Kemp. Keith was the highly
touted high school kid that played at multiple schools in his four years, but has been
bitten by the injury bug several times in his
brief career. Kemp is a junior college transfer that put up some impressive numbers at
Mesa in 2013.
The rotation of the running back’s last

season allowed each of ECU’s runners to get valuable game experience. Senior Breon Allen was the
top dog in the 2014 running game,
but those duties will be left to the
likes of Corey Hunter, Chris Hairston,
Anthony Scott and Marques Grayson. This backfield will be dynamic
with the power and size of Hunter,
the speed of Hairston, and the combination of talents from Scott and
Grayson. The spread offense calls
for multiple sets and an up-tempo
style of play. Having several running
backs that can rotate in and out will
be very beneficial when the offense
is looking to run 100 plays.
The receiving corps will take
a nice hit with the losses of Justin
Hardy and Cam Worthy but they
will be in very good hands with guys
like junior Isaiah Jones and sophomore Trevon Brown returning. I believe that Jones and Brown will be
at the top of next year’s playmakers
list. East Carolina’s offense rotates
so many receivers that everyone
gained valuable time in the lineup
last season. Jones and Brown will
be companied with guys like Davon
Grayson, Jimmy Williams and Bryce
Williams. Quarterback Kurt Benkert
has thrown to all of these guys every day in practice for two seasons,
and they are used to his mechanics,
the spin of the ball, and his timing.
The transition from Carden to Benkert should be seamless if he does
earn the position. “Earning is the key
word here as there is a new leadership core already emerging that is
beginning to have a very positive effect on the team and program,” McNeill said. Positions will be earned,
and so will leadership roles. According to Coach Ruff, nothing will be
given to these players.
Left: Josh Hawkins (ECU Media Relations photo)

A major bright spot for the
offense will be the depth at offensive line. Senior center Taylor Hudson has moved on, but junior college lineman Quincy McKinney and
Dontae Levingston return as seniors
from a year ago alongside multiyear starter Ike Harris. CJ Struck is
a senior leader that could take over
at the center spot, but he will have
some competition for the job.
Defensively, the Pirates will
need to rebuild their secondary with
the losses of safety Lamar Ivey and
corner Detric Allen. The good news
is they return Jim Thorpe Award
nominee Josh Hawkins at one corner spot. Hawkins had his ups and
downs last season, even being
benched for one game, but there is
no denying his athletic ability and
talent. Free safety Dominique Lennon is also returning, but will have
some good young talent looking to
get some playing time at his spot.
Look for guys like Terrell Richardson
and Travon Simmons to get plenty
of reps at both safety positions.
The line backing corps will
miss Maurice Falls and Brandon Williams from last season, but will return senior leaders Zeke Bigger and
Montese Overton, who are outstanding players in their own right. Time
will tell what young talent steps up
to replace Falls.
The defensive line will return
players like defensive end big Freddy Presley, senior tackle Jonathan
White, and end K’Hardree Hooker,
former transfer from North Carolina
State. The real question mark surrounds senior Terrell Stanley, who
was expected to do big things after
the 2013 season before being seriously injured in an accident before
the start of the 2014 season a year
Right: Zeek Bigger (ECU Media Relations photo)

ago. Only time will tell if he can make it back
to his form from 2013.
Special teams will see some changes as well. Gone is all-time leading scorer,
placekicker Warren Harvey. The Pirates
have a few options at kicker, including last
season’s backup David Plowman.
A number of guys will be given
the opportunity to try out for punt returner and the guy that is most consistent catching the football will probably
get the nod. I would put my money on
Isaiah Jones stepping up and taking the spot.
Kickoff return honors will most likely remain
with Trevon Brown if he is truly recovered
from his knee injury from a year ago. The
punting duties will remain with junior Worth
Gregory, who had a stellar sophomore season averaging 43.6 yards per punt.
Spring football is where teams find
their identity. “The personality of this team

Left: Josh Hawkins (ECU Media Relations photo)

will be totally different and as a coach you
look forward to finding out what it is,” said
McNeill. Learning the play book, fighting for
a positions and tackling your teammates
without any chance for a real game can be
mentally draining. The preparation these
guys gain from winter workouts and spring
practice is what drives them on Saturdays in
the fall. This 2015 team will be jam packed
with talent, but they will need some new
players to step up in key positions in order
for them to realize their true potential.#
Get in-depth coverage of ECU spring football at

Bonesville.net

15 QUESTIONS FOR

LUKE
LOWERY
By W.A. Myatt

East Carolina junior Luke Lowery was named national Player of the
Week by Collegiate Baseball and NCAA.com after hitting four home runs in
a 4-1 week for the Pirates that included a three-game sweep at Elon. Entering
a series with Virginia Commonwealth, Lowery led the nation in home runs
with eight. Lowery was hitting . 475 with 27 RBIs in ECU’s 16-7 start. Lowery
was a multi-sport standout at Cosby High School in Midlothian, Va. where
his dad, Tim, coached the baseball program. Lowery’s older brother, Jake,
won the Johnny Bench Award as the top catcher in college baseball in 2011
at James Madison and is now playing in the Cleveland Indians organization.
Lowery is majoring in communications and has made the ECU Director of
Athletics honor roll twice. He recently responded to questions for the Pirates’
Chest.

Q: Favorite restaurant in Greenville?
A: Longhorn Steakhouse.

Q: Favorite TV show?
A: How I Met Your Mother.

Q: Do you have any routines or rituals
before a game?
A: I just get to the field about four
hours before game time, eat the
pregame meal that they provide and
just kind of relax.

Q: Who is the best pitcher you’ve ever
faced?
A: Probably Jeff Hoffman (former ECU
teammate who was the No. 9 overall choice
in the 2014 draft by the Toronto Blue Jays)
or Tyler Beede (former Vanderbilt pitcher,
No. 14 overall pick by the San Francisco Giants in 2014).

Q: How did you dad influence your development as a player?
A: Big time. He was the one who got me into
sports. It just happened that I chose to become a
baseball player and he was the high school coach.
He helped me out a lot, just kind of taking me to
the field and throwing BP (batting practice) to me or
playing catch with me, whatever it was. He helped me
out a lot.

Q: Do you talk to your brother about baseball advice?
A: I probably talk to my brother three times a week. We talk
about other things but almost every conversation we have
baseball is always in the mix. He tells me just to stay humble
and work hard. Whatever you get, you’re going to deserve it if
you put the effort into it. Just making sure you keep your head
on the right way. Stay on the right path.

Q: How has Cliff
Godwin impacted your
development as a player?
A: Big time. From the time I stepped
back on campus this year, Coach Godwin has helped me out tremendously with
my approach at the plate. Really, just making
sure I stay calm and really just giving me confidence knowing I’m going to play every day. I’m
going to be right in the middle of the order. He’s
helped me with the mindset, making sure that I
keep a level head and everything, not kind of losing it after one at-bat – staying in the game better the entire time.

Q: What is your favorite baseball memory?
A: Probably winning the Louisville Bat championship when I was 14 with the Evoshield
Canes.

Q: What is the most difficult part of being a
student-athlete?
A: Just making sure that you stay on top of
everything when it comes to school and practice
and stuff like that. Trying to find time to get extra work in, either baseball-wise or school-wise.

Q: Where are you most comfortable defensively?
A: Behind the plate. I’ve played there since I was like 6 years old.

Q: Do you like to be the designated hitter?
A: It’s not like something that’s my first goal to play but I don’t mind
it at all because it means I’m in the lineup every single day.

Q: Is there significance in wearing No. 24?
A: It’s just the number they assigned me when I got to school here.

Q: What would you like to do after baseball?

Q: What is your favorite thing about East
Carolina?
A: Become a strength coach, either for college or a pro baseball team.

Q: What other offers did you have out of high
school?
A: UNC-Chapel Hill, N.C. State, James Madison University were just a few.

A: The fans. The environment. Every sport,
there’s always going to be a good crowd.
They’re diehard fans that are fun to play
for. #
Luke Lowery photo previous page courtesy of ECU Media Relations.
Photo below by W.A. Myatt.
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PIRATES ON TH

AVION JONES AND HIS TRACK & FI
EARN ACCOLADES IN THE AMERICAN
INDOOR NATIONAL CHAMPI
By Bethany Bradsher

When you coach a sport with three back-to-back seasons, it can be tough to take
time for reflection. But even with scant opportunity to take a breath between the indoor
and outdoor seasons, head track and field coach Curt Kraft had the following observations about his team’s first indoor season in the American:
• Junior high jumper Avion Jones is a Pirate on the rise (literally). His accoladefilled indoor slate included breaking ECU’s record twice, earning American
Athletic Conference Athlete of the Week honors three times and finally qualifying for the NCAA Indoor National Championships. With a seventh place
finish at nationals, Jones joins former Tynita Butts as evidence that ECU is

HE RISE

IELD TEAMMATES
N AND THE NCAA
IONSHIPS

American meet. Sophomore Cheyenne Hutchinson joined Jones as
one of two overall event winners,
claiming the 60-meter hurdles
with a time of 8.26, which is only
.02 off of the school record holder. “To have her win that thing just
put her confidence at a new level,”
Kraft said.
• Both of the teams have road left to
travel, but they are achieving their
goals with an eye toward becoming a perennial conference contender. “The goal of the meet was
this: We wanted to set PRs, and we
did that. We wanted to set school
records, we did that. We wanted to
have national qualifiers, and we did
that,” Kraft said. “It’s a transitional
year. We had some good things
happen, and we had some things
that probably weren’t so good.”

Less than a week after Jones turned
heads at the NCAA Indoor Championships,
the Pirates were lacing up their spikes for
the first outdoor meet in Charlotte, and a
freshman hurdler led the way for the Pirates.
Xavier Brown won both the 110-meter
and the 400-meter hurdles in the 49er Classic, a spring break invitational that featured
competitors from schools all over the country. Brown’s performances, both personal
bests, also earned him a designation as the
American Men’s Track Athlete of the Week
Above: Junior high jumper Avion Jones (ECU Media Relations photo)
after the meet.
“He’s a wonderful young man, and
one
of
the greatest strengths he has is his
the destination for the nation’s top
ability to compete,” Kraft said of Brown. “He
jumpers.
competes with a lot of heart and a lot of
• Plenty of Pirate athletes are knock- passion.”
The Pirates’ other event victory in
ing on the door of excellence. Even
Charlotte came from senior pole vaulter
in the midst of their adjustment to Henry Johnson, a veteran competitor for
the new conference, three compet- ECU who jumped 4.95 meters. With more
itors placed second in their events large invitationals like the Raleigh Relays and

and six others placed third at the

the Florida Relays ahead, Johnson and his teammates hope to
keep notching achievements in
preparation for the conference
and NCAA meets in May.
But before they face off
against American opponents
again, Kraft and his team also
have their second opportunity
to host their own meet – the Bill
Carson Invitational on April 10
and 11. The expanded field will
include UNC-Wilmington, UNCCharlotte, South Carolina, Coastal Carolina and High Point. The
meet will provide an excellent
opportunity to Pirate runners,
jumpers and throwers to compete against friends and family
on their home track. #

Left: Coach Curt Kraft (ECU Media Relations photo)

2015 BILL
CARSON
INVITATIONAL
FIELD EVENT SCHEDULE TRACK EVENT SCHEDULE

APRIL 10-11

FRIDAY, APRIL 10

10:00 AM

Women’s Discus Throw

SATURDAY, APRIL 11
11:30 PM

Women’s 3000 Steeple

Men’s Discus Throw

11:45 PM

Men’s 3000 Steeple

Women’s Javelin Throw

Noon

Women’s 4x100m Relay

Men’s Javelin Throw

12:10 PM

Men’s 4x100m Relay

Women’s Hammer Throw

12:25 PM

Women’s 1500m Relay

Men’s Hammer Throw

12:35 PM

Men’s 1500m Relay

SATURDAY, APRIL 11

12:55 PM

Women’s 100m Hurdles

11:00 AM

Women’s Pole Vault

1:15 PM

Men’s 110m Hurdles

Women’s Long Jump

1:30 PM

Women’s 400m Dash

Men’s Long Jump

1:45 PM

Men’s 400m Dash

Men’s High Jump

2:00 PM

Women’s 100m Dash

Women’s Shot Put

2:15 PM

Men’s 100m Dash

Women’s Triple Jump

2:30 PM

Women’s 800m Run

Men’s Triple Jump

2:45 PM

Men’s 800m Run

Women’s High Jump

3:00 PM

Women’s 400m Hurdles

Men’s Shot Put

3:15 PM

Men’s 400m Hurdles

Men’s Pole Vault

3:30 PM

Women’s 200m Dash

3:45 PM

Men’s 200m Dash

4:00 PM

Women’s 3000m Run

4:15 PM

Men’s 3000m Run

4:35 PM

Women’s 4x400m Relay

4:50 PM

Men’s 4x400m Relay

1:30 PM

2:00 PM

VENUE: MINGES FAMILY FIELD
AT
BATE FOUNDATION TRACK & FIELD FACILITY
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LOWERY STEP

—WITHOUT STR
By Al Myatt

Luke Lowery has stepped up his hitting for East Carolina’s baseball program by reducing his stride.
“We simplified his swing,” said first-year Pirates coach Cliff Godwin. “He hits from his
two-strike approach stance all the time now. He just focuses on seeing the baseball, seeing
it up and getting off good swings. It’s worked out well for him so far.”
The two-strike approach produced a .427 batting average with eight home runs and
27 RBIs, all team highs as ECU took a 16-10 record into the Pirates’ first voyage through
American Athletic Conference play.
Simple has proved better for Lowery, who hit .288 in 2014 with four homers and 19

Lowery received AAC Hitter of the
Week honors as well as national Player of
the Week recognition from Collegiate Baseball and NCAA.com in mid-March after a
span in which he hit .500 with four homers
and 13 RBIs.
“He’s having a great season,” Godwin said. “... He’s just a much more mature
player, mature hitter. He’s laying off some
tough pitches that I think from what I hear
that he didn’t do last year. He’s being more
patient, walking more, even hitting offspeed
pitches. Probably half of his home runs have
been off offspeed pitches. He’s just having a
great year for us.”
Lowery’s mindset is a work in progress.
“That’s a daily teaching point,” Godwin said. “It’s just getting him to relax, to understand for him not to be anxious, to wait
on the baseball.”
Lowery grew up in a baseball family.
His dad, Tim, coached him at Cosby High
School in Midlothian, Va., where Luke also
played football and basketball. His older
brother, Jake, won the Johnny Bench Award
in 2011 as the top catcher in college baseball
during his career at James Madison. Jake is
now playing in the Cleveland Indians organization.
Luke’s college offers included North
Carolina and N.C. State but he was impressed with the atmosphere around the
ECU program in choosing the Pirates.
Lowery carries 240 pounds on a
6-feet, 2-inch frame packed with muscle.
“He’s one of the strongest baseball
players I’ve ever coached,” Godwin said.
“He’s always been that strong from what I
can gather. He’s cut down on his strikeouts.
RBIs. He started 40 games as a sophomore You look at his numbers. He’s walked more.
He walked more in the first week than he
when the Pirates went 33-26.
“It’s just simplifies his swing,” Godwin did last year. He’s seeing the baseball better.
said. “We took away his stride and now he He’s strong enough that if he makes conjust lifts up his heel and puts it back down. tact, the ball’s got a chance to go out of the
He doesn’t pick his foot up and his foot ball park.”
It hasn’t hurt that the college game
doesn’t go forward anymore. It’s just heel
up and heel down. It’s just simplified, simpli- has gone to a baseball with flatter seams
that carries farther.
fied the swing.”

PS UP

RIDE

Opponents who consider pitching around Lowery may be deterred by the
hitting depth of the Pirates,
who were batting .301 as a
team through 26 games.
“It’s definitely a factor,” Godwin said. “We’ve got
Travis Watkins and Eric Tyler
that hit behind them. Both
of them have been swinging the bats well. That’s the
thing about our offensive
lineup, when you look at our
numbers, there’s not really
just a guy that you say, ‘Hey,
that’s an out’ and I think that
makes it tough on a pitching
Above and previous page: Luke Lowery (ECU Media Relations photos)
staff because one through
nine they’ve got to pitch to
us.
“We can beat you a lot of different ways. We can play small ball. We can hit the long
ball. On Tuesday (11-2 win over Princeton on March 17), the wind was really blowing in.
There’s no chance of hitting a home run. We execute some hit and runs. We execute some
bunts for a hit, stole some bases, read some dirt balls, It just makes it tough because even
on a non-offensive day we’re still putting together big innings. That makes it tough on the
other team.”
Lowery appreciated the recent honors but that’s not his goal for the Pirates, who
missed the NCAA Tournament last season.
“It was something that I was very excited that happened for me,” Lowery said of the
individual, in-season awards. “It’s not something that you go out there and try to do. You
just go out there and try to have good at-bats and help your team win. That week it was
something that happened for me and I’m happy that it happened but I’m just going to stay
humble and continue to work.”
The Pirates lost some players after the offseason coaching transition but Lowery
sees that as a potential advantage. A weeding-out process may have resulted in a morecommitted group.
“We’re a smaller team than I’ve ever played for but I think it’s a blessing in disguise,”
Lowery said. “We’ve got two-way guys like Reid Love, Jimmy Boyd and Luke Bolka. They
can come in from the outfield or wherever they’re playing to come in and pitch. At the
same time, those guys add a lot of power to our lineup. It’s an exciting team to play for. It’s
a tight group. I’m excited. I think we can do some big things this year.”
The proving ground will be the AAC rather than Conference USA and Lowery is looking forward to that new challenge.
“A lot of excitement,” Lowery said of ECU’s new league affiliation. “A couple of us
have played against guys from Houston and UCF. We played against them freshman year.
We’ve played against some of the guys in summer ball. It’s an exciting baseball conference.
We have teams that are either ranked or getting votes to be in the Top 25. It looks like a
great baseball conference.”#
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PIRATES USE ‘KRUCZ’ CONTROL
By Al Myatt

Evan Kruczynski hardly burst on the
scene as a freshman left-hander for ECU.
His three appearances in 2014 totaled one
inning and his earned run average was a
hefty 18.00.
Kruczynski got some things figured
out during the summer going 6-3 with a

Above: Evan Kruczynski (ECU Media Relations photo)

2.78 ERA to help the Lakeshore Chinooks in
his home state of Wisconsin to the Northwoods League title.
Reid Love was projected as the Pirates’ Friday night starter going into the
season but an injury held him out of the season-opening series with then-No. 2 Virginia.

Kruczynski has stepped in and was 4-1 with
a 1.33 ERA in his first six starts.
“Krucz was a guy who came off a great
summer up in the Northwoods League and
kind of found himself,” coach Godwin said.
“For whatever reason as a freshman, he got
out of whack here at East Carolina. He went
off and pitched in the summer and had the
lowest ERA of anybody in the second half of
the season in the Northwoods League.

“He comes back in and he’s been a kid
who has bought in from day one, from baseball, from strength training, from academics
and he is totally committed to living a lifestyle of excellence. That gave him a lot of
confidence early, probably when he didn’t
know if he was good enough to be a Friday
night guy. For a guy to go out there against
Virginia and not give up an earned run, it
just came from his preparation. He’s a tremendous worker. He does things the right
way all the time. That’s why he has so much
confidence.”

Great baseball comeback
ECU was down to its final out and
trailed host Elon by a run with nobody on
base before scoring four times and taking
an 11-8 win on March 14.
“Those types of wins can give your
team a lot of confidence,” said first-year Pirates coach and ECU alumnus Cliff Godwin.
“You’re down to your last out. We pinch hit
Luke Bolka. He hit a ball sharply and the guy
didn’t make a play on it. The next thing you
know he’s at second base and Hunter Allen
gets a hit. Garrett Brooks gets a hit to put
us in the lead. It just gives the guys a lot of
confidence that no matter what the score is
that we can come back and win.”
A win that can lead to more wins is
especially valuable in the nonconference
portion of the weekend schedule.
“That’s the thing that I’ve been most
proud about . . . The way our guys have
played the game has been pretty special,”
Godwin said. “It’s been fun to coach. The
guys have competed. They’ve played with a
lot of energy. They’re playing with a lot of
confidence and they have a good time. They
enjoy playing the game of baseball the right
way, which is hard.
“That has been the biggest pleasure
of mine to watch, to see kind of unfold in
front of our eyes. They’re in a good place
right now. We’ve got to keep doing what
Left: Coach Cliff Godwin (ECU Media Relations photo)

we’re doing. Hopefully, that will translate
into some more wins down the road . . . The
kids believe in me. I believe in them and
that’s neat . . . We’re not going to win every
game but if we go about our business the
right way, we’re going to win a lot of games.
They’ve done a very good job of that.”

Lebo not in favor of shorter shot
clock
Two experimental rules were used in
the Postseason NIT in 2015 amid concerns
about lack of scoring in college basketball.
One of the experiments shortened
the shot clock from 35 seconds to 30. East
Carolina coach Jeff Lebo opposes the idea,
which will be evaluated by the NCAA Rules
Committee in May.
“They’ve tinkered with thoughts of
the shot clock changing,” Lebo said. “I don’t
like that. I don’t want it to be any shorter. I
just think we’ve got a clock now that still allows for different styles of play. The shorter
the clock, the more the style is all the same.
The shorter the clock, the more possessions,
the more possessions – typically the better
team wins.”
The Pirates were able to knock off
teams such as Cincinnati and Memphis in
2014-15 under the present time constraints.
“We’ve got a great game now,” Lebo
said. “The upsets in basketball, it’s fun to
watch, the different styles, the different
ways to play. I watch the NBA, they’ve got
that short clock (24 seconds). Everything
looks the same, just the players are different. I don’t want that, to kind of change the
nature of what we have in the game. We’ve
got a great game. We’ve got a lot of upsets.
We had a ton of upsets in college basketball.”
The stunners continued into the NCAA
Tournament.
“That’s one of things that makes our
game fun to watch and fun to follow and especially at this time of the year,” Lebo said.
“The shorter clock, you see less of that happening and you see the better teams win-

ning the majority of the time.”
Generally, Lebo likes the rules as they
are. The NIT also experimented with the
restricted area extended by one foot to a
semicircle four feet around the basket. The
ECU coach would be comfortable with such
an extension for play next season.
“The physicality, we’ve tried to address it,” Lebo said. “It’s just such a physical
game. I don’t know how we can clean that
up a little bit. I like the fact of hopefully trying to move the charge circle out a little bit
farther so we don’t have guys jumping underneath the basket drawing charges. That
may be something that we tinker with. I
think the game is in a good place right now.
I don’t want us to change too much about
the actual game.”
Lebo thinks that shortening the shot
clock to increase scoring might actually
have an opposite consequence of even lower shooting percentages, contrary to the intent of increasing offense.
“We’re complaining about scoring,”
Lebo said. “I don’t know if that shot clock
makes scoring go up. I just think it makes us
shoot worse shots. We’ll miss those, too. I
don’t know if it will help those shooting percentages by any stretch of the imagination.”

Freshmen eligibility discussion
There has been some discussion, primarily generated by Big Ten commissioner
Jim Delaney, about holding freshmen out of
basketball and football, a policy that was in
place until the early 1970s.
Lebo and Delaney each played for
the late Dean Smith at North Carolina but
Lebo doesn’t line up on the same side of the
fence on the freshmen issue with his fellow
Tar Heel alumnus.
“I don’t know if the freshman stuff
is going to fly for us,” Lebo said. “I like the
thought. I like the idea but I think we’re a
little bit different sport where freshmen are
able to play and play effectively and are
kind of counted on a little bit in our game to
be able to play.”

Lebo envisions problems in practice if
freshmen aren’t playing.
“Unless they would somehow give us
more scholarships, I don’t know, if you have
a year where you have four [freshmen] and
they can’t play, I don’t know how you practice effectively,” Lebo said. “There are some
thoughts you have to get in there that would
be real things they would have to iron out. I
don’t really see that. Maybe I’m wrong but I
don’t see that being something that they go
along with.”

Transition to AAC
The recently-completed campaign
was one of transition for ECU, which finished 14-19 overall and 6-12 in league play
in its first season in the American Athletic
Conference. The Pirates were seeded eighth
among 11 teams for the AAC Tournament
and defeated Central Florida 81-80 in overtime in the first round before falling to topseeded Southern Methodist, 74-68. The Pirates led the Mustangs by 10 points in the
first half and had a one-point lead going
into the final five minutes of play.
“We learned a lot about the new league
and how much of a basketball league that it
is,” Lebo said. “We knew that going in. We
go from a league, Conference USA, that was
16 in the RPI (ratings power index) to one
(AAC) that’s eighth in the RPI. Quite a move
up in level of play for us. I thought we did a
little better than I even thought we would. I
thought the league would kind of be split in
two, which was what happened. There was
the six at the top of the league and then the
five kind of vying for the middle to the bottom and that’s kind of what happened this
year. It was a learning experience for us.
“I think the biggest difference for us in
the move to this league was the quality and
the size and the athleticism of the big position, the four and the five. Our players at
those positions had the biggest hurdles to
overcome. The quality of those players, we
didn’t see that on a consistent basis in Conference USA. That was quite a jump for us.”

Threes set AAC tourney record
East Carolina set an American Athletic Conference tournament record with 15
threes against SMU. That number was three
short of the program record of 18 set against
St. Andrews on Dec. 4, 2012.
The record against a Division I foe is
17 against Northwestern on Nov. 15, 2001.
“We got good looks and as a coach I
think that’s what you want,” Lebo said in the
aftermath of the battle with the Mustangs.
“And we knew coming in we would have to
shoot a lot of threes to have a chance to win
this game.”
The Pirates were 15 of 35 behind the
arc against SMU in the AAC Tournament for
42.9 percent. It was a much more competitive effort than a 77-54 loss to the Mustangs
in Dallas on Jan. 17.
ECU missed its last six from behind the
arc. There was speculation that the Pirates
may have gotten tired after the 45-minute
contest the day before. SMU had a bye to
the quarterfinals.
“Caleb [White] missed three wideopen looks that we’ll take all day long,” Lebo
said. “They were big ones. As a shooter myself, I don’t know why they miss or why they
make. I wish I knew that, I’d be doing something else probably . . . We did have a long
game [the day before]. I mean, SMU didn’t
play, but these guys play three games a day
in AAU, so back-to-back I don’t think really bothers them at all. Just couldn’t make
a couple of key ones down the stretch and
we got good looks. At least three of the six
I thought were really good looks by Caleb
White, just couldn’t put them down.”

Robinson bows out with career high
ECU senior point guard Antonio Robinson scored a career-high 18 points to lead
the Pirates in the season finale against SMU.
Robinson was averaging 3.8 points per game
on the year entering the game, contributing
primarily as a ball handler, playmaker and
defender.

Robinson led ECU
with 122 assists and 55 steals
for the season.
“He had a great season,” Lebo said of Robinson.
“He was maybe No. 1 in the
league in assist/turnover
ratio (2.3). He was third in
the league in steals (1.7 per
game). He had a really terrific senior season for us. In
his last game he was terrific
shooting the basketball, 18
points, but more than that
he did all the little things for
us, whether it was a dive on
the floor or the hustle play
or a deflection.
“He was more interested in giving the other guys
the ball. He was good in our
zone. He was a consistent
worker. All of our seniors really did a great job of laying
a foundation for our young
guys to watch how they approached their job on a daily
basis. Those three seniors
(Robinson, Paris RobertsCampbell and Francis Edosomwan) that we had really
did a good job with Lance
[Tejada] and B.J. [Tyson]
and Grant [Bryant] to show
them what they have to do,
how they have to approach
practice, how they have to
approach a season and how
they have to be consistent Above: Antonio Robinson (ECU Media Relations photo)
every day in the ability to
pair of 17-point leads in the first 20 minutes
think, play hard and execute
on a daily basis. Antonio was certainly part against the Knights.
“He had a really solid, all-around
of that. He really had a fantastic senior seagame, especially in that first half,” Lebo said
son.”
When Robinson went out of the AAC of Tejada. “When Antonio had foul probTournament opener with some early fouls, lems, Lance was a big reason why we had a
Tejada stepped up with seven assists and good start.”#
five steals in the first half in ECU’s third win
of the season over UCF. The Pirates had a

WOMEN’S HOOPS
With their first season in The
American behind them, the Lady
Pirates are focused on the future
By Bethany Bradsher

It might be a long time before Lady
Pirate players, coaches and fans can look
back on March 23, 2015 without feeling a
twinge of pain. But through that ache, all
agree that ECU’s last-second WNIT loss to
N.C. State was a key building block for a
program on the rise.
“It’s just a really, really tough loss, and
right now, especially for our six seniors, who
have done so much for our basketball program and contributed so much, it’s just a
really tough way to finish up,” head coach
Heather Macy said after the 69-65 defeat.
That senior class—Tatiana Chapple,
Janesha Ebron, Shae Nelson, Abria Trice,
Akia Jones and Ondrea Shaw—has certainly helped up the ante for the Pirates on the
gridiron. They have won 22 games and qualified for the WNIT for three straight seasons,
and when they defeated Radford in the first
round it marked the first time in three years
that they advanced past the first round of
the tournament.
With 31 seconds remaining against
the Wolfpack, the score was tied and the
home crowd of 2,160—with a liberal number of NCSU fans mixed in—was breathless.
But when NCSU’s Chelsea Nelson found an

open lane to the basket for a layup and the
lead, the Pirates were forced to put together a scoring play with 4.6 seconds remaining. Macy called timeout and designed an
inbounds play to I’Tiana Taylor for the tying
layup, but the Wolfpack stole the pass and
sealed the win, instantly taking the air out of
Minges Coliseum.
For junior Jada Payne, the sustained
excellence established by her senior teammates means only one thing—it is up to her
and the other remaining players to keep
building on that foundation. And with Payne
and junior I’Tiana Taylor leading all Pirate
scorers and Taylor and Jasmine Phillips stop
the stat sheets in rebounds through the regular season, they have some solid materials
with which to build.
“Our seniors built up a tradition here
of playing incredibly tough and inspired,
and we’ll hold onto that next year,” Payne
said.
No one on the outside would have
been surprised if the ECU squad had seen
a slight decline this season, especially because the American Athletic Conference is
populated by powerhouses like Connecticut and South Florida. But even when competition intensified, ECU kept winning and
gained credibility as a contender, finishing
fifth in conference play.

“It was a tremendous conference, six teams with postseason play right now and three in
the NCAA tournament, so I think it
says so much for our league,” Macy
said. “It’s an incredible league, and
I think that has given us great experience heading into postseason
play.”
If the Lady Pirates’ postseason run provided confirmation of
their talent and toughness with
an eye to the future, it also demonstrated the university’s commitment to the team, especially when
the athletic administration agreed
to host the first two WNIT games
in Minges.
“I appreciate everybody
coming out,” Macy said. “I feel like
we had a really nice crowd, and our
marketing department specifically
did a really nice job with us being able to host these two rounds,
and I appreciate that, because that
does move our program two feet
forward, and we’ll use this as a
building block.”
With only two days to prepare for the NCSU game, the Pirate
Nation mobilized and showed up in
force, and the student attendance
was certainly linked to the savvy
public relations efforts of players
like Taylor, who stood on campus
on the day before the game and
urged her fellow students to show
up.
“I kind of shocked some
people, because some of them had
headphones in and I just stopped
them and said, ‘Hey! Come to the
game!’ ” Taylor said. “It was really
fun.” #

Right: Junior Jada Payne (ECU Media Relations photo)

MEMBER’S CORNER
Pirate Kids Club
April Birthdays
Brody Adams

Landon R. Scott

Henry C. Austin

Sadie Grace Southern

Cole M. Bynum

William A. Strickland Jr.

Harrison Croom

Heath Taylor

Ryan Hegwer

Lucas Warren

Kenan Hunt

Charlotte Watson

Caleb Michael Jones

Lucas Cane Whitehurst

Sydney Pennell

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, KIDS!
Send Us Your Announcements!
We want to know about you, your family and news in your life that we
can share with other Pirate Club members. Please mail information to:
East Carolina University Pirate Club
304 Ward Sports Medicine Bldg.
Greenville, NC 27858-4353
Attn: Member’s Corner
You can e-mail us at: bakermo@ecu.edu - Subject Line: Member’s Corner
Or Fax to: (252) 737-4664

2015 HALL OF FAME NOMINATIONS
As you know the mission of the Pirate Club seeks to bring positive recognition to East Carolina University and the region it serves through a competitive athletics program. The ECU
Hall of Fame honors those individuals who have, by direct participation in East Carolina
University intercollegiate athletics, brought outstanding recognition to themselves and to
the University. Selection to the Athletic Hall of Fame is the highest honor bestowed by the
Athletics Department.
We value your commitment to ECU Athletics and would like to remind you of upcoming
deadline to submit a nomination for the 2015 Hall of Fame selection. The deadline for 2015
nominations is May 1. If you would like submit a an individual for consideration, there is a
nomination form available through the link below.

CLICK HERE FOR THE NOMINATION FORM
If you would prefer to read more about the nomination process you can find information
at: http://www.ecupirates.com/hallfame/ecu-hallfame.html
We look forward to hearing from you soon and appreciate your dedication to Pirate Athletics.

YOUNG GRAD

Tradition Never Graduates

Benefits
The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) adopted legislation governing the conduct on intercollegiate athletics.
This legislation is designed to promote the
basic principles to which each member institution must adhere to. The Association’s
principle of institutional control rests with
each individual institution for the responsibility of its athletics program. This includes
the actions of its staff members, representatives of its athletics interests, or any other
individual/organization engaged in activities promoting the athletic interests of the
institution. As Pirate Club members, fans,
and /or alumni (representatives of athletic
interests), you are under East Carolina University’s (ECU) scope of responsibility of
ensuring ECU Athletics are operating within
NCAA guidelines. Your loyal support to our
athletic programs has been demonstrated
through your generous donations to the
ECU Educational Foundation.
However,
please be cognizant of what can and cannot be provided to both prospective and
currently enrolled student-athletes. Institutional employees and representatives of
athletic interests are precluded from providing student-athletes and/or their relatives
and friends any benefit that is not expressly
permitted under the NCAA legislation (e.g.,
monetary or tangible items of monetary value).

Examples of impermissible
include but are not limited to:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

benefits

Employment arrangement for a prospective student-athlete’s relatives or
friends;
Giving gifts of clothing or equipment;
Signing or co-signing of loans;
Providing loans to a prospective student-athlete’s relatives or friends;
Providing cash or like items in any
amount;
Providing any tangible items, including merchandise;
Free or reduced-cost services, rentals
or purchases of any type;
Free or reduced-cost housing;
Paying for a prospect to attend summer camp;
Providing a meal other than in your
home on special infrequent occasions; and
Providing scholarship assistance other than through the ECU Educational
Foundation.

ECU and its Athletics Department are
most appreciative of your continued adherence to the NCAA’s rules and regulations.
If you have any questions concerning extra
benefits or other NCAA guidelines, please
contact Jamie Johnson, Associate Athletic
Director for Compliance, at (252) 737-4533
or johnsonja@ecu.edu.

SAVE THE DATE
Cape Fear - April 30

Jacksonville - April 8
Craven County - April 9

Lumberton / Fayetteville - May 4

Pitt County - April 15
Nash/Edgecombe - April 16
Lee/Chatham/Moore - April 27
Wake County - April 29

ecupirateclub.com

Beaufort - May 5
Greensboro - May 13
Charlotte - May 14
Carteret - May 18

ecupirates.com

PIRATE BASEBALL
APRIL 2015 Home Schedule
April 2-4
April 14
April 21
April 22
April 24-26

vs. Tulane
6:30 PM / 6:30 PM / Noon
vs. UNCW
6:30 PM
vs. NC State* “Paint it Purple”
6:30 PM
vs. Duke “Paint it Gold”
6:30 PM
vs. UCF
6:30 PM / 4:00 PM / Noon

Single Game Admission
Adult: $7 / Youth: $4

*NC State Game Admission
Adult: $12 / Youth: $7

PIRATE SOFTBALL
APRIL 2015 Home Schedule
April 8
April 11-12
April 15
April 23
April 25-26

vs. NC State
vs. Tulsa
vs. James Madison
vs. North Carolina
vs. UConn

4:00 PM (DH)
1:00 PM (DH) / Noon
3:00 PM
5:00 PM
1:00 PM (DH) / Noon

Single Game Admission
Adult: $6 / Youth: $3
800-DIAL-ECU / ECUPirates.com

