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MEN’S BASKETBALL MINI-PLAN
Catch the Pirate Men’s Basketball team in their 
inaugural season in The American with a five 
game package available for just $55! 

Choose one (1) premium men’s game 
(Cincinnati, Memphis or national champion 
UConn) and four (4) non-premium games 
(including doubleheaders with the women).

800-DIAL-ECU / ECUPirates.com

UPCOMING WOMEN’S GAMES
NOVEMBER 19
7 PM vs. College of Charleston

NOVEMBER 21
11:30 AM vs. Delaware

NOVEMBER 23
2 PM vs. Bethune-Cookman

UPCOMING MEN’S GAMES
NOVEMBER 14

7 PM vs. N.C. Wesleyan

NOVEMBER 16
2 PM vs. UNC Asheville

NOVEMBER 20
7 PM vs. Virginia at Lynchburg

NOVEMBER 30
2 PM vs. Central Connecticut

DECEMBER 13
5 PM vs. James Madison

Season Tickets
for Men start at

$10700

Season tickets for 
women start at
$4500

BE
TWO HOME GAMES REMAIN

ECU vs. TULANE
November 22 - TBA
Military Appreciation Weekend

ECU vs. UCF
December 4 - 7:30 PM

ECU Employee Appreciation
Senior Day

800-DIAL-ECU / ECUPirates.com

PIRATE VOLLEYBALL
Catch these November home matches:

Friday, 11/7 7 PM vs. Houston Sunday, 11/9 1 PM vs. Tulane

Friday, 11/28 1 PM vs. SMU Saturday, 11/29 2 PM vs. Tulsa

FALL SPORTS BOOK: 20 TICKETS FOR $35!
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Every down, every game
ECU football coach Ruffin McNeill has 
established a reputation as being all-
in for his team and for his alma mater. 
He wears the attitude on his sleeve at 
every turn. He relishes those occasions 
when the Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium 
crowd brings its enthusiasm into the 
equation against prominent rivals such 
as North Carolina. Ruff contends that 
the synergy with the fans is a powerful 
asset for the Pirates. Now he asks the 
purple partisans in the stands to uplift 
the team more consistently by inject-
ing that same level of energy against 
lower-profile opponents.

(ECU Media Relatons photo)
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RICK SMITH

By Kevin Monroe

Defensive 
Mastermind

In 2010, the first year under Head Coach Ruf-
fin McNeill, the East Carolina defense ranked dead 
last amongst FBS schools.  

That season, the Pirates gave up 44 points 
and 478 yards per game, including at least 40 
points to 10 different opponents.

The foes’ scoring explosions included 49 
points in a loss to UCF, 51 in a bowl game loss 
to Maryland, 62 in a loss to Rice and an ECU-
record 76 points to Navy in Greenville.

Just thinking about those games still makes 
my stomach a little queasy.

The Pirate offense was also brand new that year, providing 
plenty of excitement, starting with the game one 51-49 Hail Mary 
victory over Tulsa. That was the debut of then-27-year-old Lin-
coln Riley’s version of the Air Raid offense that gave ECU fans 
something to be enthusiastic about.

The high-octane offense propelled the Pirates to six vic-
tories in 2010. Without the offensive punch, the season would 
have been rough one.  

When the season ended, Pirate fans gave the new de-
fense and defensive coordinator a pass because it was the first 
season under the scheme. It was assumed that time was need-
ed time to recruit players and teach the system.

Two seasons later, the ECU defense was still porous and 
hit another lowlight on October 27, 2012, in front of a Dowdy-



Ficklen Stadium crowd of 48,327.  
That day the Midshipmen of the United States Naval Academy had their way with the 

Pirate defense again, putting up 56 points and 563 yards of total offense.
Navy scored 8 touchdowns that day with at least one in each quarter and three in the 

third quarter.  
Of those 563 yards, 512 of them were rushing yards. 
I am sure the ECU defensive staff made some adjustments that day. Unfortunately, they 

didn’t make any successful adjustments.
No matter what the Pirates did defensively, Navy just ran through them.  The Middies 

averaged 10.2 yards per carry and never punted.
There had been rumbling about the Pirate defense, but after that game those 

rumbles turned into screams.
Three games later the Pirates gave up 59 points and 633 total yards to the 

Marshall Thundering Herd.
This game was different, because Marshall was successful on the ground 

with 214 yards rushing (4.8 per carry), but they were unstoppable through the 
air with 419 yards passing.

The final straw appeared to be the bowl game loss to Louisiana-Lafay-
ette. ECU gave up 43 points and 591 yards of total offense in the loss to the 
Ragin’ Cajuns.

The Pirate offense in 2012 averaged 31.5 points per game and 408 to-
tal yards, good enough numbers to win a lot of games, but the defense gave 
up 31.6 points and 430 yards per game.

Those numbers ranked ECU 87th in the country in total defense and 
88th in scoring defense.  

East Carolina finished the season 8-5, but it was fairly easy to see 
that two or three more games could have been won if the defense had 
been better.

The Turning Point

In January of 2013, Coach Rick Smith was hired back at ECU, but 
this time as the defensive coordinator.  

The players love him because he is hard-nosed but honest. 
His in-your-face coaching style has increased the intensity of the 

defense and reinvigorated the unit.  
He preaches 11 helmets to the football and takeaways.  
The defense will always be stripping and pulling at the ball and 

the secondary always plays aggressive, contesting coverage.
Getting Coach Smith on board was significant for the program. 

To understand him fully, you have to take a look at his legacy in coach-
ing. He began his college coaching career in 1977 at age 35.  

If you go through his resume, you’ll see that Rick Smith has ‘been 
everywhere, man.’
In his first season as coordinator, ECU’s defense gave up seven 

fewer points per game and 70 fewer yards per game.  
 The win total jumped from eight wins in 2012 to 10 in 2013 

and the major change was on the defensive side of the ball.  

Continued next page...



 This season the Pirates are only getting better on defense. 
 The front seven is one of the best in the conference and the linebacking corps of 
Montese Overton, Zeke Bigger, Brandon Williams and Maurice falls is among the best in 
the country. This group truly epitomizes what hard work, intelligence and extreme inten-
sity will do for a defensive unit.
 The secondary is coming along slowly after having to replace three starters from 
last year’s team, but junior Josh Hawkins has emerged as a solid cover corner with a nose 
for the football.
 The biggest change in the Pirate defense since Coach Smith took over last season 
is effort. These kids play like every play might be their last play.  
 The defense through the first seven games helped ECU crack the top 25 in the AP 



RICK SMITH’S RESUME

1977 - Rick Smith was head coach of the Georgia Tech Yel-

low Jackets junior varsity team. 

1978 - Smith was hired on the staff of East Tennessee University.

1979-1981 - Coach Smith took a break from college coach-

ing and decided he liked being a head coach, so he took a 

job at the high school level.  

1982 – 1985 - Smith went back to college coaching as a 

linebackers coach at Georgia Tech.  

1986 - Coach Smith was the secondary coach under Ray 

Perkins at the University of Alabama, where he helped 

guide the Crimson Tide to a 10-3 record and a 28-6 win 

over Washington in the 1986 Sun Bowl

1987-1989 - Coach Smith left Alabama to take the secondary 

coaching job at Baylor, a position he held for three seasons. 

1990 -1996 - Rick Smith headed to Kentucky in 1990 to be 

with his friend and former Georgia Tech head coach, Bill Curry.  

1997-1998 - Coach Smith moved on to be the defensive co-

ordinator at Tulane in 1997. Those two seasons under head 

coach Tommy Bowden, the Green Wave went 19-4.

1999-2000 - Smith headed up the defense at the Univer-

sity of Cincinnati.  

2001 - Coach Smith went back to Kentucky under Guy Mor-

ris and the second stint at Kentucky was very short-lived 

2002-2003 - Smith was the co-defensive coordinator at 

Louisiana Tech for two seasons. Under Jack Bicknell Jr., the 

Bulldogs had two lack luster seasons of 4-8 & 5-7.

2004 - Rick Smith decided to go pro. Prior to arriving at 

East Carolina, Smith served a one-year stint as a defensive 

backs coach for Berlin in NFL Europe 

2005 -2009 - Coach Smith joined East Carolina Staff  

under Coach Skip Holtz and alongside defensive coordina-

tor Greg Hudson.  

2010 – 2012 - Coach Smith followed Skip Holtz to South 

Florida. Smith accepted an offer to join the USF staff in 

2010 and his coaching lead a defensive unit that ranked 

17th nationally in total defense, and 22nd in scoring  

defense and 24th in pass defense. 

2013 - Coach Ruffin McNeil hired Rick Smith to come 

back to East Carolina to be the defensive coordinator and  

secondary coach.  

and Amway polls and in the Col-
lege Football Playoff rankings. The 
Pirates proved to be among the best 
in the conference in run defense 
(101.3 ypg) and scoring defense 
(23.4 ppg).  
 Regardless of how the season 
ends, it’s apparent that hiring Coach 
Smith was one of the best decisions 
Coach Ruff has made in his five sea-
sons at the helm.#



‘FUN SIZE’ 
CHAIRING RB COMMITTEE

by Al Myatt



Allen gives credence to the saying that 
good things come in small packages. Listed 
at 5 feet, 8 inches and 190 pounds, Allen once 
referred to himself as “Fun Size” around some 
teammates.

The nickname has become part of his 
identity, like his No. 25 jersey.

Allen’s offensive numbers, while fun for 
Pirate fans to watch him generate, have not 
been small. Through seven games, the native 
of Daytona Beach had 75 carries for 569 yards 
with six touchdowns. That’s an average of 7.6 
yards per carry. The Snow (Idaho) College 
transfer also was the team’s fourth leading re-
ceiver after a 31-21 win over Connecticut on Oct. 
23 with 21 catches. His receptions totaled 155 
yards. He had a 35-yard TD catch before family 
and friends to open ECU’s scoring in a 28-17 win 
at South Florida. Allen had a 4-yard scoring run 
with 11:42 remaining to put the Pirates ahead for 
good in Tampa.

“I haven’t been able to play in front of 
my family for a long time,” said Allen, who ini-
tially committed to Pittsburgh after helping 
Warner Christian to three straight Florida Class 
I-B championships as a two-way starter. “It was 
great to play in front of my family but it’s about 
my team. It’s not even about me playing in my 
home state. My team played an awesome game.”

Allen is on a team within the team, part 
of a running back committee for the Pirates. He 
has emerged as its unofficial chairman but Chris 
Hairston, Marquez Grayson and Anthony Scott 
are all making solid contributions. Average yards 
per carry include Hairston at 6.4 yards, Grayson 
at 8.6 and Scott at 4.9.

The depth among ball carriers is by design.
“I’ve always believed in having a lot of 

subs at all positions,” said ECU coach Ruffin 
McNeill. “I believe it’s necessary. We ask a lot at 
that running back position. It’s not just being a 
runner but he’s also got to block and protect 

and also catch the football. Lincoln (Riley, of-
fensive coordinator) and the staff have done a 
great job of devising packages and using each 
running back’s strength to our advantage.”

The running backs are staggered by class. 
Allen is a senior. He ran 62 times as a junior for 
311 yards with three TDs. He had nine catches for 
130 yards last season. Hairston and Cory Hunter, 
who is returning from a knee injury in 2013, are 
juniors. Grayson is a redshirt freshman and Scott 
is a true freshman.

“Breon heads it up, being the older guy,” 
McNeill said. “Breon is a great leader. He pulls for 
the other guys. It’s the team concept first here. 
It’s first, last and always. Breon does a great job 
because he wants the entire group to do well. 
Kirk Doll works with the running back group and 
he does a great job with those guys.”

A communications major, Allen is able to 
elaborate in interview situations.

“I can’t even begin to start to talk about 
the resiliency and the character of my team,” 
he said after ECU erased a 17-7 halftime defi-
cit against USF. “We know every game can’t be 
perfect. We’re going to get everybody’s best 
shot, being ranked. We just showed how resil-
ient we are in the second half. ... (Offensive line-
men) Quincy McKinney, Dontae Levingston, Ike 
Harris, J.T. Boyd, Taylor Hudson is a group of 
great guys. They’ve been working since January 
and it’s showing.” 

While Allen is similar to Cooper (5-9, 190) 
in physical stature, McNeill said their styles are 
different.

“Ta (Cooper) had cutting ability,” said the 
ECU coach. “I think Breon may have a little more 
top-end speed. They both have a desire to do 
well, a pride to do well.”

Superficially, the Pirates are a passing 
team. In reality, they are very capable of offen-
sive balance and ECU senior quarterback Shane 
Carden appreciates the running game, espe-
cially when defenses are overplaying the pass. 
South Florida was dropping as many as eight 
defenders into coverage.

“We always like to get the running game 
going,” Carden said. “It opens the passing game.”

Allen has gained Carden’s trust.
“I feel comfortable handing him the ball 

and I feel comfortable with him blocking for me 
in the passing game,” Carden said.

Allen has helped make a lot of people 
who were concerned about the ground attack 
in 2014 feel more comfortable.

Breon Allen has eased concerns 
about the void at running back after senior 
Vintavious Cooper was MVP of the Beef 
O’Brady’s Bowl with a 198-yard rushing 
performance in a 37-20 win over Ohio to 
conclude the 2013 season. Cooper rushed 
for more than 1,000 yards in each of his 
two years at East Carolina.

#



He’s also a great manager of people, one of 
the best I’ve ever seen. Coach is the antihisis of a mi-
cro manager. He hires good people and allows them 
to do their jobs. 

There’s a great feeling when you walk into the 
football coaches suite in the Ward Sports Medicine 
Building. People get along, there’s little tension, and 
Ruff makes it fun to come to work everyday. 

These coaches grind 12 plus hours daily, and 
they spend a whole lot of time together, in countless 
staff meetings, on the practice field and travelling. 
You better like each other, or at least respect one 
another. 

Ruff is as genuine as they come. Not one 
ounce of phony blood in his body. He is so apprecia-
tive to be the head coach of the Pirates. A dream job, 
a destination job. 

Often times I wonder if fans really appreci-
ate how accessible and accomadating this man is to 
everyone. Tuesday night’s at his radio call-in show at 
Logan’s Roadhouse Restaurant, little kids sit on his 
lap, people of all ages get his autograph, and he has 
a smile and a hug for every man woman and child. 
He’s great with kids of all ages, a special gift to con-
nect with youngsters. 

So many coaches at this level are guarded, 

even paranoid. The ques-
tion then is, why is Ruff 
different? 

His demeanor 
and who he is comes 
from a solid upbringing 
in Lumberton where he was blessed to have wonder-
ful parents. 

His mother and father were both teachers. 
They taught him great core values, and taught him 
to be comfortable in his own skin. 

He knows who he is, and doesn’t try to be 
something he’s not. Relationships mean a whole lot 
more to him than material things. and now that he 
has a well earned and well deserved more than com-
fortable lifestyle, he helps so many people and so 
many causes, giving from that big heart. 

Those of us on the Pirate IMG Sports Network 
feel fortunate to work with him and I bet the guys on 
his staff feel the same way. 

I’ve heard plenty of stories over the years 
about tyrant head coaches and what a miserable 
workplace the assistants work under. That’s not the 
case at ECU. 

This staff is like Ruff, cordial, friendly and pro-
fessional. There’s a great blend. 

RUFF AND 
THE COACHES 
GET IT DONE

You may have heard the saying: Speed of the leader, speed 
of the pack. The person at the top of any organization, sports or 
otherwise, sets the tone for the rest of the workforce, be it atti-
tude, work ethic, character, integrity, etc. 

ECU couldn’t have a better man as the leader of the foot-
ball program than Coach Ruffin McNeill. Ruff never wavers, 
he’s solid as a rock both personally and professionally. You know 
what you are going to get day in and day out. 

By Jeff Charles



There are the mature experienced guys like 
Rick Smith, Kirk Doll, Donnie Kirkpatrick and John 
Wiley. Then you have the young bucks — Lincoln Ri-
ley, Mark Yellock, Duane Price, Brandon Jones and 
Dave Nichol. 

They are all good guys. 
A malcontent wouldn’t fit in, nor would some-

one with a selfish agenda or a me first attitude. 
These guys are a team,all about the team. 

Just like the players they don’t want to let Ruff down. 
While we’re at it, don’t forget about the families, es-
pecially the wives who endure the long hours, the 
instability of a fickle profession, and the “noise” that 
invariably comes your way as a coach. 

I’ve always said coaches wives are absolute 
saints. Marriages in this profession last far longer 
than the average rate in this country. 

Don’t think the family atmosphere that comes 

from the top doesn’t play a role. 
Ruff always says, “everybody is somebody” 

he works hard to make sure the wives and the kids 
are a part of the “Pirate football family.” 

Let’s also not forget the support personnel. 
Strength and Conditioning Coach Jeff Con-

nors does a great job. He’s at the top of his profes-
sion. Guys like Dale Steele, Harold Robinson and Bri-
an Overton all fill key roles, along with the graduate 
assistants and admistrative people like Ann Hoggard, 
Ruff’s right hand lady. 

All these folks function as a great team. 
There is no ‘i’ in team. 
In my twenty-seven years here it is the best 

staff ECU has ever had. Thanks to all of you for what 
you do. 

Till next time, “keep painting ‘em purple.”#

ECU’s Ruffin McNeill has a moment of coaching fellowship with South Carolina’s Steve Spurrier. (ECU Media Relations photo)



 Dale Steele serves as Director of Football Admin-
istration at East Carolina. 
 His duties include overseeing recruiting on cam-
pus and program marketing. He also has a role in com-
pliance and student development. 
 Steele was at ECU as wide receivers coach from 
1989 to 1994. The Pirates went 11-1 in 1991 and de-
feated N.C. State 37-34 in the Peach Bowl. He also had 
responsibilities as recruiting coordinator and assistant 
head coach during his previous stint with the Pirates. 
 He was head coach at Campbell when the Camels restarted their football program and 
coached there from 2006 to 2012.  His CU teams led the Pioneer Football League in rushing. 
Steele has been an assistant at programs including Tulane, Wichita State, Baylor, East Ten-
nessee State, Elon and Gardner-Webb since graduating from South Carolina in 1976. Steele 
comes from a football family. 
 His father, Pete, is a retired high school football coach. His brother, Kevin, coaches 
linebackers at Alabama. Steele’s son-in-law, Ben Penny, is head football coach at Triton High 
School in Erwin.

Fifteen Questions for

STEELE
D A L E

By W.A. Myatt



Q: Favorite restaurant in Greenville?

A: aTavola! 

Q: Favorite TV show?

A: ‘The Big Bang Theory’ 

Q: What led you to enter the coaching profes-
sion?

A: My dad was a high school coach, my high school 
coach is somebody that had a great influence on me, 

Jim King, who played at Southern Mississippi. I had 
an uncle who was a high school coach, I just grew up 
around it. 

Q: What does a typical day look like as the East 
Carolina Director of Football Administration?

A: Generally speaking, the first thing I do when I 
come in is to check emails. I work on compliance, 
handle any problems that come up throughout the 
day, the recruiting class - making sure we’re getting 
the information to them on what they need to do 



and what all they need to take, to meet NCAA re-
quirements. Working with the players here on their 
financial aid, working with housing off-campus - I 
generally handle all the administrative tasks that go 
along with a Division I program. 

Q: You’ve been around college football for a 
long time, what is the biggest change you’ve 
seen over the years?

A: I don’t think the players are any different. I think 
the players mature at a different age. Back when I 
first started many moons ago, when you got a fresh-
man in college, his maturity level was a little higher 
than what our guys are when they come in - but our 
guys get there, it’s all a process of growing up. The 
speed of the game has changed, certainly the pace 
of the game has changed, but it’s still about block-
ing and tackling. The same things are important that 

were always important. 

Q: Do you miss being directly involved in 
coaching the kids during practice?

A: Yeah, but I go to practice everyday. I get to watch 
them, I get to watch the practice film and the game 
film, I get to be around them and have contact with 
them everyday. Sometimes I miss the X’s and O’s be-
cause that’s part of the challenging part of the game, 
but there’s a lot of things that go into it. Once you 
become a head coach, you find out that X’s and O’x 
aren’t the only thing that goes into making a pro-
gram. 

Q: How did you meet your wife?

A: I went to high school with her, we were high school 
sweethearts.

Q: What do you enjoy doing during your free 
time?

A: Spending time with her (wife Pamela). For 39 
years, we moved around, had kids, she raised kids, 
she’s kind of my hero. I enjoy spending time with her, 
I enjoy playing golf every once in a while and that’s 
really about all I need. 

Q: What is your greatest football memory?

A: There’s too many of them - I really mean that. 
When you think back to one game, there are so 
many of them. My first win as a head coach was 
big. The Peach Bowl here was big, the Pittsburgh 
game was big, beating North Carolina this last year, 
I thought was just the greatest thing. Coaching with 
my brother, the first game him and I were on the 
same staff, that was big. There’s so many memories 
in football and that’s a great thing about football, all 
the people you meet, all the great things that happen 
to you and all the lessons you learn. 

Q: What is the best advice you’ve received 
from another coach?

A: I’ve received a lot of it. Probably the best advice I 

Dale Steele (ECU Media Relations photo)



received was when I was a head coach - “don’t read 
the internet.” 

Q: You were in charge of basically starting a 
football program from scratch at Campbell 
University, does that experience help you in 
your current role?

A: Absolutely. I was very fortunate when I came 
through coaching to be with some people that al-
lowed me to do things and be a recruiting coordina-
tor, to be an assistant head coach. I learned things 
at each of those positions that helped me when I was 
ultimately responsible for a program. I’ll make an 
analogy.. if I’m the guy in charge of an assembly line 
for making an automobile, but I’ve never worked on 
the assembly line, what suggestions am I going to 
make to the guy down there putting on the nuts and 
bolts? That’s how I feel, everything that’s happened 
here or anywhere else I’ve been, I have some knowl-
edge of - when I started as a graduate assistant, we 
did the laundry... I’ve done all those things, through 
every level of football. I think when you’ve done that, 
you have an understanding of how to solve prob-
lems. So much of what I do is solving problems, or 
being proactive and preventing problems. 

Q: You’ve been around quite a few collegiate 
programs, how would you compare ECU’s fa-
cilities to other programs?

A: Well obviously the facilities have changed since 
I left here the first time. When I first arrived here, 
we were in Scales field house and there was 35,000 
seats. The facilities here have changed tremendously 
over the years. I think the facilities need to continue 
to improve to keep up with where this program is 
going. There’s always things that you can improve 
and get better. It’s something that’s important to re-
cruiting and the way things are done, nowadays. It’s 
continuing to improve and it’s gotten better but it 
needs to continue to improve and move forward in 
the process. 

Q: How rewarding was it for you to earn a 
walk-on spot at South Carolina?

A: It was good. I grew up in a football family and it 
was good for me to be around some of the people and 
learn, because I knew I wanted to be a coach. I knew 
I wasn’t going to be a great player, but if I could be 
a better coach from being around the coaches that I 
was around, on a daily basis and the way they did 
things - I knew that was going to help me. The older 
I get and the more I’m around it, having a group of 
kids that walked on where I was a head coach and 
watching guys walk on here, I have a great appre-
ciation for them because I’ve gone through the same 
thing. I have an appreciation for the fact the they 
come out here and want to be a part of the program. 

Q: You left the college ranks for a few years to 
become the athletic director and head foot-
ball coach at Northern Nash High School... 
What did you take from that experience?

A: Coaching is coaching. You’re starting to see guys 
who have coached at the high school level step up 
to positions at this level and the Division I-AA and 
be successful, because coaching is coaching. I think 
that’s something I learned when I went down there. 
It’s the same stuff, you might have to do it a little dif-
ferently, but it’s still blocking and tackling. It’s work-
ing on the relationships with players, and working 
on the process of making them the best they can be. 

Q: What is your favorite thing about East  
Carolina?

A: The people. I’ve always loved the people at East 
Carolina and the passion they have for ECU. I don’t 
think there’s any place I’ve been - and I sincerely 
mean this - that people who went to the school are 
as passionate about their school as the people at East 
Carolina. That’s a tribute to this place. #

Read more of W.A. Myatt’s  
15 Questions interviews at  

Bonesville.net



COACH RUFF
ECU Media Relations’ 
‘best marketing tool’

A good coach will remind a young wide receiver, when he sprints into the 
end zone, to act like he’s been there before. The same philosophy applies for sports 
information and marketing people at a university that has suddenly been launched 
into the national spotlight.

Everything within the athletic footprint of East Carolina was affected in 
some way by six straight weeks the Pirates spent in the AP Top 25, from marketing 
to merchandise to media relations. Visits from the New York Times and pitches to 
participate in nationwide programs are exciting, but the key to the ECU athletic 
staff is to stay professional and accessible, said Tom McClellan, the assistant ath-
letics director for media relations.

“We’ve just been doing our job, trying to make sure our customer service is 
excellent and smooth,” McClellan said “It’s been a nice team effort.”

During a typical game week in past years, when the Pirates had an average 
winning record in the midst of their Conference USA slate, McClellan and media 
relations director Malcolm Gray would field about six or seven radio interview re-
quests a week, he said. This fall head coach Ruffin McNeill, and sometimes stand-
out Pirates Shane Carden and Justin Hardy, have been doing 10 to 12 radio inter-
views in the same period.

The volume and the breadth of ECU’s media reach have both increased, as national radio 
shows like SiriusXM College Sports Nation, the Jim Rome Show and the Tim Brando Show have 
expressed an interest in hearing the Pirates talk over their airwaves. On the print and digital con-
tent side, the New York Times sent a reporter to campus for a few days to do two pieces – one 
focusing on the Pirates’ changes of carving out a place on the national football landscape and 
one on ECU’s unique stadium traditions – and college football bloggers on websites like www.
cbssports.com and www.espn.com have made Pirate content a regular part of their news cycles.

As the spotlight gets more intense, accommodating the request remains a pleasure be-
cause of McNeills’ down-to-earth personality and the humility he transmits to his players, Mc-
Clellan said. Even as game preparation reaches a fever pitch, the head coach says ‘yes’ to every 
interview, and he is so engaging with each host that they inevitably ask him back.

“The best marketing tool I have is Coach McNeill himself,” he said. “His willingness to be 
accessible, to fulfill every media request imaginable is unbelievable. What I really like to hear, is 
when they’re finished, the hosts will say something like, ‘I would run through a wall for him,’ or, ‘I 
can see why his players play so hard.’”

Besides McNeill, the members of the Pirate football family with the busiest media schedules 
have been offensive coordinator Lincoln Riley, Hardy, and Carden – and platforms like Carden’s 
inclusion as an aspirant on the Heisman Trophy’s website have elevated his profile even more as 
the season marches on. The media relations department does hold a media coaching session for 

By Bethany Bradsher



ECU Media Relations photo

the team each year, McClellan said, and the Pirates who have been faced with microphones and 
recorders have handled even awkward questions with poise.

“This is the most grounded bunch, for a 6-1 team, that I’ve ever dealt with,” he said.
On the sales and marketing side, athletic department staff also feels the ripples from the 

national attention, but it looks a little different, said Greg Herring, the assistant athletic director 
for marketing and sales. Because ticket sales are always brisk in the Pirate Nation, that area has 
not experience a significant uptick, Herring said, but he and his staff are fielding many more calls 
from promotional companies wanting to get in on the Pirates’ increased name recognition.

Herring, who came to ECU from Northern Illinois with athletic director Jeff Compher, said 
that a similar phenomenon occurred on that campus when the program rose in the rankings. “Ev-
erybody came out of the woodwork saying, ‘We have this product, you should do this,’” Herring 
said. “I have seen an increase in the number of solicitation from vendors who want our business 
now.”

With so many home games being played on Thursdays, Herring’s department has stepped 
up its efforts to draw fans to Dowdy-Ficklen, because the home field advantage is more vital than 
ever. The attendance at the first Thursday game, against Connecticut, was somewhat disappoint-
ing, but a few key moments – like a spontaneous stadium sing-a-long of Bon Jovi’s “Living on a 
Prayer,” captured the magic of Pirate game day and gave even more material to the media trying 
to find hooks to narrate this storybook season. #



COACH RUFF
asks fans to bring

‘PIRATE ENERGY’
by Al Myatt



Fan support at Dowdy-Ficklen Stadi-
um for East Carolina’s 70-41 win over North 
Carolina on Sept. 20 was excellent. A stadi-
um record crowd of 51,082 was in tune with 
every play.

When one side of the stadium yelled, 
“Purple,” the other side responded emphati-
cally with “Gold.”

When the fight song played, Pirate 
Nation chimed in and the final line, “We are 
the Pirates of ECU, Hey!” was resounding.

When the crowd, said, “We want 70,” 
backup quarterback Kurt Benkert darted into 
the end zone on a zone read for the touchdown 
and Warren Harvey added the conversion kick 
for the most points ever scored by a UNC op-
ponent.

A crowd of 45,029 was on hand for a 45-
24 win over Southern Methodist on Oct. 4 but 
the atmosphere, while supportive, was not on 
the same level in terms of intensity.

ECU coach Ruffin McNeill has said the at-
mosphere at Dowdy-Ficklen is second to none 
in college football.

That’s when it’s at its best.
He would like to see stronger support 

against lesser opponents.
“It is a most important element,” said the 

fifth-year head coach of the Pirates. “We don’t 
have many home games. ... Our routine is going 
to be the same but our advantage is the energy 
from our crowd and it has to be there. It’s got 
to be the same consistent energy, just like they 
expect consistent play.

“Even if we have a tough play, the sup-
port we get is so vital for our team. The kids 
work hard and they enjoy playing in front of our 
fans. We have the best support and fans in the 
country. They have a major role when we play at 
home in giving us energy and picking our spirits 
up. Uplift. Even if we are having a tough series, 
it still needs to be that type of energy like it was 
for the UNC game.

“I would like for it to be like that for every 
game when somebody comes in here. That’s the 
energy that you have to have.

“We’ll keep playing hard and we want to 
be perfect on every play. If we’re not, we need 
that pick up, and if we are (perfect) just keep 
it where it’s an advantage for us. We want our 

home field to be an advantage for us.”
McNeill saw the impact of the fans in a 

33-27 overtime win over N.C. State in Greenville 
in his first season in charge of the program in 
2010. Russell Wilson, who quarterbacked the 
Seattle Seahawks to a win in the Super Bowl last 
season, was directing the Wolfpack offense.

“That first year when we played State 
and we had to go into overtime,” McNeill said. 
“We chose to go down toward the Boneyard 
(the student section at the East end of Bagwell 
Field). We got the pick to win the game by Da-
mon Magazu. We got the pick because of the 
noise, the excitement from the crowd. ... That 
was a major part of that because of the offense 
— having to call signals and operate with the 
noise here. Nobody else has this type of arena.

“I’d like for them to come out in full force 
the next home games for us. I’m begging them 
to do that and bring that energy with them.”

ECU has home games remaining with Tu-
lane on Saturday, Nov.22, and Central Florida at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 4.

“Pirate energy,” McNeill said. “The pride, 
the passion and tradition that we have here. This 
comes from a Pirate asking a great group of Pi-
rates that we have.”   

ECU football emphasizes academics

The ECU football program’s emphasis 
on academics isn’t a recruiting sales pitch with 
McNeill. It comes from personal experience. His 
parents, Ruffin Sr. and Bonnie, were teachers. 
McNeill earned a degree from the university in 
education as a student-athlete in the pure sense 
of the term.

“I went here and my brother (Reginald) 
attended here,” McNeill said. “My sister-in-law 
and brother-in-law attended here and graduat-
ed here. I’ve had niece, nephews and cousins go 
here. That lets a recruit know how much we val-
ue them getting their degree. I make that point 
very clear to recruits if they plan to attend and 
be a part of us.”

The Pirates coach has priorities for his 
players.

“First, be a good person,” McNeill said. 
“I talk to recruits in terms like this — keep your 
dream if your dream is playing in the NFL. I tell 
them to keep that dream. The power is having 
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your degree in keeping that NFL dream. If you 
want to have that complete power and control 
of the situation, then have your degree first and 
then go and compete in the league.

“Dwayne Harris (Dallas Cowboys receiv-
er/returner), degree. He had it before he left. 
... Jacobi Jenkins (defensive back, 2009-2012) 
came out to practice the other day. He had his 
attempt at some leagues but now he’s moved 
up the corporate ladder, working for Enterprise. 
That’s how we approach it. Once they get here, 
it’s important to find out what their strengths 
and weaknesses are. That’s where our academ-
ic center comes in. It’s OK to be weak in some 
things because then you find out where you 
need the most help.”

There is a system in place to help players 
develop to their full potential academically.

“Once they get here, they have mandato-
ry study hall,” McNeill said. “They have manda-
tory mentor meetings. They meet weekly with 
their position coaches, academically. The offen-
sive and defensive staffs meet with the academ-
ic people each week.”

Class attendance is checked and there 
are procedures in place when players miss or 
are even tardy to classes.

“We monitor that,” McNeill said. “Class 
checks. We do all that. ... If they miss a certain 
number of classes, they miss a practice. A cer-
tain number, they miss a game. If one person is 
even late for a class, their position group and 
their coach will have 5:30 a.m. study hall. The 
whole group will have consequences.”

Tutors are available.
“If they have a problem in a class, they’ll 

go to their academic advisor,” McNeill said. 
“They’ll get assigned a tutor. They meet weekly 
with their academic advisor.”  

McNeill takes the academic aspect very 
seriously.

“It starts with me,” he said. “It starts with 
the staff when we recruit. The proof will be in 
the pudding when you see the guys advance. 
Like this year, Shane Carden (quarterback) he 
graduated before the last bowl game. Taylor 
Hudson (center), Chrishon Rose (defensive line-
man), Justin Hardy (receiver). All those guys 
have graduated. Detric Allen (corner). I could 
go on and on. Maurice Falls (linebacker). When 
you have guys like that who other players can 
see as examples, that helps. We let them know 
graduations are valued. We congratulate them 
and give them praise. That’s a tremendous ac-

Grad Students on the Gridiron 

Detric Alllen
Special Teams/RBs

Shane Carden 
Offensive Line

Charlie Coggins
Recruiting/IRs

Maurice Falls
Outside Receivers

Justin Hardy
Offensive Staff Assist.

Taylor Hudson
Assist. Head/OC/QBs

Cody Keith
Assoc. Head/ILs

Chrishon Rose
Defensive Line

Jake Geary
Outside LBs

The term ‘student 
athlete’ really means 
something at East 
Carolina. 

The  football team 
has nine graduates 
on the roster this 
year — a testament 
to the fact that ECU 
takes academics se-
riously. 



complishment.”
Academic achievement is just part of 

what McNeill wants for his players.
“I want them to be good people first,” 

said the ECU grad, class of 1980. “I want them 
to be great men when they leave me. That’s the 
first thing I want done. After that, I want them 
to have their degrees. Great men, great people, 
with a degree. Thirdly, I want them to have a fan-
tastic and enjoyable athletic experience. They’re 
going to make friends that they’re going to have 
for the rest of their lives.”

McNeill grew up in an environment that 
valued academics.

“Education is in the forefront of my fam-
ily,” McNeill said. “Well done is better than well 
said. I push them harder about being a good 
person and doing great in the classroom than 
I will about making a mistake on the football 
field. You can ask any of the players that and 
we push them hard on the football field. That’s 
part of the environment we wanted when we 
first came.”

McNeill authoring book for children

Coach McNeill has been working on a 
book for children.

“A little Pirate’s ABCs” is due out later this 
year. It counsels youngsters on developmental 
topics such as how to respond to bullying.

“Teachers are underpaid and it’s one of 
the things that I’m outspoken about,” McNeill 
said. “It’s a needed profession to provide our 
young people with tools in their toolbox for life. 
My parents bought my brother and I a book 
no matter how hard times were. They always 
bought us books. ... I’ve been working on this 
book since this summer. Diane Taylor is my pub-
lisher and distributor.”

McNeill said the book is available for pre-
order at CoachRuff.com.

“It will be out toward the end of Novem-
ber, first of December,” McNeill said. “I believe 
that’s a valuable tool.”

Cliff Godwin positive on fall baseball 
practice

First-year baseball coach Cliff Godwin 
is also an ECU alumnus and has been getting 
more familiar with Pirate personnel during fall 

practice.
“Practice is going well,” said Godwin, a 

catcher for ECU from 1998 to 2001. “The guys 
have really played and practiced hard. They’re 
really getting after it.”

Fall practice is scheduled to culminate 
the second weekend in November with the Pur-
ple-Gold World Series.

“We’ve got some pieces to the puzzle,” 
said Godwin, who has been evaluating players. 
“We’ve got some older guys who have been in 
the program who are talented. Guys like Garrett 
Brooks, Hunter Allen, Travis Watkins, Luke Low-
ery, Reid Love, Charlie Yorgen. Reid’s a two-way 
guy for us. He’s swung the bat well. Guys on the 
mound — Reid has done a good job. Evan Kruc-
zynski, who didn’t pitch a lot last year, has done 
a really good job. Davis Kirkpatrick has thrown 
well in the limited amount of time he’s been 
out there. Jacob Wolfe has really pitched well. 
We’ve had guys who have done a good job.

“Bryce Harman has been nicked up with a 
hamstring. He scrimmaged the first weekend. ... 
He has probably put on about 20 pounds since 
last year. He’s much stronger, more physical. He 
has swung the bat well up until he got injured 
and he’s coming back this weekend (Oct. 25).”

Coach Ruffin McNeill’s children’s book is due out later this year



Comparing Pirates to Rebels

Godwin came to the ECU program after 
helping Ole Miss to the College World Series as 
an assistant coach. Godwin wore No. 23 for the 
Rebels to honor the memory of former Pirates 
coach Keith LeClair, who coached Godwin be-
fore succumbing to ALS/Lou Gehrig’s disease.

Godwin said he gets a lot of questions 
about how East Carolina’s talent level compares 
to his former program.

“We’re not as talented as what I had at 
Ole Miss,” he said. “We won’t be as talented as 
the University of Virginia when they roll into 
town on Feb. 13. The thing I told my guys is 
we’re going to be one of the toughest teams in 
the country. We’ll be one of the most prepared 
teams in the country and we’ll play the game 
the right way.

“Especially in our sport, just because 
you’re not as talented, doesn’t mean you can’t 
win. The team that plays the best wins, not the 

best team on paper.
“You look at this past year, in my opinion, 

the University of Virginia was the most talented 
team in the country in Omaha but they didn’t 
win the national championship. Vanderbilt did.

“The best team doesn’t always win. It’s 
the team that plays the best.

“I’m excited because the guys have really 
bought in and the guys that are here want to be 
a part of something special but we’re thin.

“We’re thin positionally. We’re thin on the 
mound. We don’t have a lot of depth.

“We do have some front end guys on the 
mound and some hitters who are very talented.”

Purple-Gold World Series

Godwin explained the format for the Pur-
ple-Gold World Series.

Above: Coach Cliff Godwin (W.A. Myatt photo)



John Toler
Broker/Realtor 

ECU Class of ‘72

Thinking Beach Property?

Topsail Island
The Best Pirate Treasure on the Coast 

If you’re looking for a getaway at  
the beach or investment property,  
call me today. The market is hot,  

but prices are still good!
Call (800) 782-6216 or (910) 389-6117 [mobile]
jtoler@wardrealty.com • www.TopsailPirate.com

Ward Realty Corporation
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“We’ll pick two captains and then we’ll 
have a draft in our team room,” said Godwin, a 
three-sport star at Greene Central High School. 
“The captains will be able to draft their teams 
and they’ll be responsible for organizing their 
pitching and running their teams.

“We’ve got to figure out who we’re go-
ing to elect to be the captains. As thin as we 
are, we’ve got to make sure it’s a position that 
can happen, like it’s got to be a catcher who can 
catch on both sides. ... We’re having a tough time 
even scrimmaging with full teams right now just 
because we only have 32 players on our team 
and some guys have been nicked up.”

Fall focus

The new ECU baseball coach said he is 
fulfilling objectives during fall camp in terms of 
establishing the mindset he wants for the pro-
gram.

“The biggest thing I wanted is for the 
guys to play hard,” Godwin said. “Practice hard, 
play with energy, communicate on the field de-
fensively. We’re a work in progress. We’re not 
as good today as we’ll be Feb. 13. We won’t be 

as good Feb. 13 as we’ll be in June. The guys 
have bought in. I want the guys to play hard and 
compete and play the game the right way.

“They have done a good job of that for 
the most part. That was the biggest thing that I 
wanted to accomplish in fall practice.”

Shared values

Godwin has some of the same values for 
his program that McNeill wants from the foot-
ball players.

“Excellence is a lifestyle,” Godwin said. 
“It’s not just about being a good baseball player. 
There’s more. I want these guys to do well in 
school and do well in the community.

“It’s neat to see these guys transform. 
Some of these guys have really improved in the 
classroom. We’re holding them accountable for 
that.”

All images except Cliff Godwin courtesy of ECU Media Relations
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PIRATE GOLF

By Bethany Bradsher

Team sets sights on national championships

 

 

Collegiate golf is different enough 
from other sports that it’s difficult to 

compare success on the links to suc-
cess at other playing venues. But this 

much seems undeniable – a fall season with one 
championship, two runners-up and one third-
place finish should make any Pirate fan sit up 
and take notice.
 
 The East Carolina men’s golf team majored in 
consistency this fall, with one hiccup coming in their 
last tournament before a four-month break, a sixth 
place finish at the Pinetree Invitational in Kennesaw, 
Ga. With the exception of that outlier, beating top 
Division I programs and finishing near the top of the 
leader board became expected behavior.
 “I think we’re all really trying to achieve one 
goal,” said junior Wes Conover, who was named the 
American Men’s Golf Player-of-the-Month for Septem-
ber. “We’re all working hard towards it, and whether it’s 
in the weight room, or on the practice range, everybody 
is trying to be the best they can be and make it to the 

Right:  Junior Wes Conover  (ECU Media Relations photos



national championships, which is our ultimate 
goal.”
 ECU made a big entrance into the fall 
slate with a second-place finish among 18 
teams at the Tar Heel Intercollegiate. Conover 
placed sixth at the event, finishing 54 holes 
with 39 pars and 10 birdies. For junior George 
Kilgore, it was the most important triumph of 
the fall because it proved to both the Pirate 
golfers and their competitors that they were 
ready to compete.
 “That kind of set the tone,” Kilgore said. 
“We knew we were capable of it and it was 
cool to come out and run with it.”
 The next stop was Daufuskie Island, 
S.C., where the Pirates teed off on the final day 
of the tournament in first place but slipped 
three strokes behind Kennesaw State for sec-
ond place. It was the one that got away, head 
coach Press McPhaul said, because they only 
needed to sustain the strength that defined 
the first two days to leave with a trophy. The 
greatest milestone of that event belonged to 
junior Al Dickens, who shot a 54-hole total of 
210 for second place – the best finish and low-
est score of his career.
 Next was another 18-team tournament, 
this one hosted by N.C. State and stocked with 
top teams. Paced by Conover’s third-place finish, ECU finished third too, with only the host team 
and East Tennessee State getting past them. With three near misses behind them, they traveled to 
a third ACC school, Duke, for the Rod Myers Invitational, and this time they hit the mark.
 In a 12-team tournament (including North Carolina, Michigan State, Notre Dame and Baylor) 
shortened to 36 holes by inclement weather, the Pirates won the championship thanks to the boost 
provided by Kilgore, who won first place in the individual standings with a 7-under 137. It was his 
first medal and the first time in his career when he shot in the 60s for two consecutive rounds. 
Conover, who finished in fourth place, earned his third top-5 finish of the fall.
 In their final autumn campaign, the Pinetree Invitational in Kennesaw, the Pirates were hob-
bled by an injury that kept Dickens out of the field and the weight of expectations, McPhaul said. 
On the way back to Greenville that night, with a schedule hiatus that will keep them out of com-
petition until February 27, he told the players that the worst thing that could have happened was 
for them to end the fall with a big win. The sixth-place finish in Georgia will keep them hungry and 
determined as they prepare for the next phase.
 “I don’t think they got complacent, but I do think that winning brought with it a new level of 
expectation and pressure that we weren’t totally ready to absorb,” McPhaul said.
 The golfers and their coach can both pinpoint some specific parts of the team’s game that 
have contributed to their strong fall, like a strokes gained putting ratio – calculated by a detailed 
golf analysis program called Birdie Fire – that is No. 1 among the 60 collegiate teams that use the 
program. But the overriding reason for their accomplishments is a team attitude that is truly un-
selfish and exceptional in a traditionally individual sport. Mechanics and training count for some-
thing, McPhaul said, but the team’s support for one another has given each golfer a crucial belief 
in himself in the heat of competition.
 “They’ve gotten their motor started around being good and being excellent and doing it to-
gether,” he said. “The drills and all that, working on the stroke, is kind of the seed of good putting, 
but that team dynamic is kind of the sun and the water.”

Above: Junior George Kilgore  (ECU Media Relations photos
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East Carolina basketball coach Jeff Lebo 
was taking things slowly in preseason practice out 
of necessity. There are seven players who didn’t see 
court time last season to indoctrinate.

“This is always a hard time for the players,” said 
Lebo, who is entering his fifth season as coach of the 
Pirates. “We have a couple of scrimmages that they can 
look forward to but it’s the dog days of long practices. 
This is when you find out a lot about your guys and their 
ability to pay attention and grind through it.’

ECU started practice on Oct. 3. The season open-
er is at 7 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 14, at home against North 
Carolina Wesleyan.

“It’s a long, hard grind, especially for the new 
players, who haven’t been through the grind,” Lebo said. 
“They’re learning about that right now.”

It’s a slower process because of the number of 
new faces.

“There’s a lot of stopping and starting,” Lebo said. 
“We’re probably a little bit behind as far as some things 
that we would have in normally at this point. There’s a lot 
of teaching but that’s OK.”

With more players, there is more competition for 
playing time.

“That’s been positive for us,” Lebo said. “We’ve 
got some competition at the guard spots. They’re working every day, getting after it pretty good. 
We’re able to have groups of two teams that are pretty competitive, making everybody work. ... 
We’ve had different guys on different days kind of stand out. What we’re looking for is: Who can 
we count on consistently? Who do we know is going to be able to execute offensively and defen-
sively consistently? That’s kind of what we’re looking for, who can be solid. Who can do the things 
we ask them to do. Who can be accountable, dependable and reliable.

“There are things we’re trying to figure out. When you’ve got a lot of new guys, it takes a 
long time for you to figure that out.”

One of the new guys who will be counted on is Terry Whisnant, who averaged 5.2 points 
per game as a sophomore before transferring from Florida State. Whisnant dropped 32 shots from 
behind the arc while getting 17.2 minutes per game for the Seminoles in 2012-13. His defense has 
caught Lebo’s eye in addition to his skills with the ball.

“He’s an experienced guy,” Lebo said. “Terry is a very quiet kid but he came from Florida 
State where they taught defense so that’s been a real help with his ability to be in the right spot 
defensively for us because he played for Leonard Hamilton for two years.

Caleb White

PIRATE HOOPS
Lebo Teaches, Evaluates

By Al Myatt



Whisnant averaged 7.7 minutes for FSU as a freshman 
when FSU won the ACC Tournament and had a first round win 
over St. Bonaventure in the NCAA Tournament.

Freshman point guard Lance Tejada was sought by Flor-
ida State, Alabama and Virginia among others but joined ECU 
for its first season in the American Athletic Conference.

“Lance has been solid,” Lebo said. “I really like Lance. Of-
fensively, he’s been taking care of the ball, making good deci-
sions with the ball. He’s got a good pace about him. I think his 
offense is ahead of his defense.

“Defensively, it’s a little different. The game’s faster and 
most freshmen have to make that adjustment.”

Tejada has made an impression as a player who can make 
adjustments.

“He’s a quick learner,” Lebo said.  “He picks up things 
very quickly. You tell him once, he can see it. He can translate 
it to the floor and he can understand. He’s a guy who will have 
to be guarded on the perimeter, too, because he’s certainly ca-
pable of shooting the ball with some range. His decision making 
has been really, really good.

“We’re really excited about his future and his growth.”
Sophomore forward Caleb White was ECU’s leading 

scorer with 12.4 points per game during a 17-17 season in 2013-
14. He came into the program at 190 pounds.

“He’s gotten stronger,” Lebo said. “He’s gotten better. 
We’d still like to see more physicality out of him. He’s gotten up 
to 200 pounds now. He’ll be able to get to the foul line a little 
bit more and help us a little bit more on rebounding the bas-
ketball. He doesn’t turn the ball over. Typically, he’s a very safe 
passer. He’s got a little bit of competition this year and I think 
that’s helped him bring it a little bit harder in practice.

“He was a freshman last year and we only had six guys 
in the rotation. He was going to play no matter what. He under-
stands it’s going to be a little different this year. He’s picked up 
his game and practiced harder every day.

“He knows if he doesn’t bring it he’s not going to play as 
much as he did last year. ... He’s a very efficient player and that’s 
what I like about Caleb.”

Lebo will soon see how his new talent and teaching mesh 
in the season opener at Williams Arena in Minges Coliseum.

“We’ve got to learn how to execute a little bit better with 
our offense,” said the Pirates coach. “We’ve got times where 
we’ve got three of the five executing offensively or defensively. 
The next step is to get to four and hopefully get to five guys 
doing it.

“If you don’t have five doing it offensively, it doesn’t look good. Defensively, if you have 
one guy breaking down, the ball and the basket always seem to find those mistake-prone players. 
Getting them to understand that, getting them to execute a little bit better is important. Typically, 
when you play, you get all kinds of different styles, a plethora of different ways to play — whether 
you pressure the ball man to man, do you sag, whether you’re switching, whether you’re doubling 
in the post, whether you’re playing zone, whether you’re pressing — so being able to look cohesive 
and be sharp when you have those changes usually takes some time with a new team.

“We’ll be a work in progress as the season goes on.” 

Lance Tejada

Terry Whisnant

#



For the first time since 2007, the Pirate Club 
is increasing giving levels across the board. The club 
has had a mission of closing the gap to fully fund 
athletic scholarships at East Carolina and scholar-
ship costs have been increasing. Indications are that 
those costs of education will continue to go up.

The action also is designed to provide finan-
cial support for ECU’s move this year to the more-
competitive American Athletic Conference.

It isn’t surprising that the membership has re-
sponded favorably. One need only observe continu-
ing improvements to the athletic landscape to real-
ize the supportive nature of Pirate Nation.

As members get on board with the new giv-
ing levels, they also will have an opportunity to real-
ize benefits in football seating more readily than in 
the past.

Adjustments on football seating will be made 
on a three-year basis going forward. Previously, seats 
had been assigned on a five-year period.

“The reaction to these giving levels has been 
one of understanding and even increased commit-
ment across the board,” said J. Batt, Senior Associ-
ate Athletics Director and Executive Director of the 
Pirate Club. “I’ve gotten letters and emails of support 
for the increases and for the adjustments in timing.”

The Pirate Club has held the line for an ex-
tended period at the current giving levels. Inflation 
has increased 17.59 percent since 2007. Tuition and 
fees during that span have gone from $4,003 annu-
ally for in-state students to $6,143. The increase for 
non-North Carolina students has risen from $14,517 
to $19,156.

The adjusted giving levels are a trend across 
the industry as athletic support organizations at 
Duke, North Carolina, N.C. State and Wake Forest 
have recently announced restructured donor levels.

Batt noted that ECU’s adjustments were made 
independent of the other in-state organizations.

The Executive Board of Directors of the Pirate 
Club approved the changes, which will go into effect 
in 2015. The move came after receiving input from 
donors at several different giving levels as well as 
from chapter presidents and other key volunteers.

The new levels are shown in the accompany-
ing graphic.

PIRATE CLUB AMENDS GIVING LEVELS
By Al Myatt

#
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Let us update your site with 

RESPONSIVE DESIGN
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Send Us Your Announcements!
We want to know about you, your family and news 

in your life that we can share with other Pirate 
Club members. Please mail information to:

East Carolina University Pirate Club 
304 Ward Sports Medicine Bldg. 

Greenville, NC  27858-4353
Attn: Member’s Corner

Or Fax to: (252) 737-4664
You can also e-mail us at: 

bakermo@ecu.edu
Subject Line:  Member’s Corner

Pirate Kids Club 
November Birthdays

Wesley Bolin

Josephine Erin Burgess

Caroline Slack Camden

Trigg Steven Dickerson

Adam Dunn

Madalyn Giles

Bodie Harper

Taytem Johnson

Thomas Micheal  
Corcoran Keeter

Jordan Ketner

Jacob Earl Nixon

Jace Plunkett

Nathan Connor Sugg

Darcy Anne Tyndall

Jax Braden Williams

Grant Ashley Woodall

Caroline Wrench

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, KIDS!

MEMBER’S CORNER



The By-Laws of the East Carolina University Educational 
FFoundation, Inc. (Pirate Club)  provide, in part, the following:  "At the 
scheduled regular winter meeting in each calendar year, there shall be 
held an election to determine the Executive President, Executive  
Vice-President and Executive Committee members for the coming year.  
Nominations may come from a Nominating Committee appointed by 
the Executive Committee, and/or from the general membership prior to 
the election and/ or from the floor at the time of the elections." As a 
member of the Pimember of the Pirate Club, you are encouraged to nominate individuals  
for the positions of Executive President, Executive Vice-President or 
Executive  Committee.

Please direct any nominations to:

Mr. Carl Rogers  
Executive President 

ECU Pirate Club 
304 Ward Sports Medicine
 East Carolina University

Greenville, NC 27858.

 ECU Pirate Club/Pirates’ Chest Subscription Change of Address Form

      Please submit form to:
 East Carolina University Pirate Club
 304 Ward Sports Medicine Bldg.
 Greenville, NC 27858-4353

You may also e-mail your change-of-address information to bakermo@ecu.edu 
or send via fax to (252) 737-4664.

Both your Pirate Club mailing information, as well as your Pirates’ Chest 
subscription information will be updated with this form.

Name

Old Address 

City

State   Zip

Phone

Name

New Address 

City

State   Zip

Phone



Believe it or not at one point National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association (NCAA) rules prohibited member schools 
from awarding scholarships based on athletics ability.  Some 
Division I schools (e.g., Ivy League schools) and all Division III 
schools still prohibit the awarding of athletics scholarships to 
student-athletes.  The NCAA has established criteria for all stu-
dent-athletes regarding their eligibility for institutional finan-
cial aid (e.g. athletics scholarships).

Before we delve into the criteria for a student-athlete’s 
eligibility for financial aid, we should define and discuss the fol-
lowing financial aid terms. 

A full grant-in-aid, also commonly referred to as a “full 
athletics scholarship” or “full ride”, is financial aid that covers 
tuition and fees, room and board and required course related 
books.  Please note that when calculating the dollar equivalent 
of a full scholarship, books count as $800.  This $800 figure is a 
number set by NCAA rules for financial aid processing purpos-
es.  In reality, student-athletes who receive a full or partial ath-
letics scholarship that includes books are provided all of their 
required course related books rather than receiving the $800.

Cost of attendance is a dollar value calculated by each 
university’s financial aid office per federal guidelines. Cost of 
attendance includes the total cost of tuition and fees, room and 
board, books (usually using a higher dollar value than $800) 
and supplies, transportation and other expenses related to at-
tendance at the university.  As you can see, a student-athlete’s 
cost of attendance is greater than the dollar value of a full ath-
letics scholarship for that student. 

An outside scholarship is a grant or scholarship award-
ed to a student-athlete (while enrolled in high school or col-
lege) by an established and continuing program other than his 
or her university.  Outside scholarships are a permissible source 
of scholarship funding for our student-athletes provided the 
award is approved by the Office of Compliance prior to his or 
her acceptance of the award.  An approval is based on three 
factors; (1) the awarding entity must be established and a con-
tinuing program to aid students; (2) the recipient’s choice of 
institutions is not restricted by the donor of the award/aid; and 
(3) there is no direct connection between the donor and the 
student-athlete’s institution (e.g., not a booster for ECU).   

Need based aid is awarded to students who demon-
strate financial need which may be determined by completing 
the Federal Application For Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or by 
the institution’s methodology for determining whether a stu-
dent is eligible for financial assistance.  Students can apply via 
the online application (http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/).  Some types 
of need based aid students may receive are:

•	 PELL Grant:  A Federal Pell Grant, unlike a loan, does not 
have to be repaid. Pell Grants are awarded usually only to 
undergraduate students who have not earned a bachelor’s 

or a professional degree up to $5,550 for an academic year. 
Pell Grants are considered a foundation of federal financial 
aid, to which aid from other federal and nonfederal sources 
might be added.

•	 UNC Grant: This program provides grants to eligible stu-
dents attending one of the 16 campuses of the University 
of North Carolina. Award amounts vary, based on legisla-
tive appropriations. Eligibility requirements: undergradu-
ate North Carolina resident enrolled in at least 6 credit 
hours, enrolled at one of North Carolina’s 16 constituent 
institutions, and have documented unmet need.   

•	 North Carolina Education Lottery Scholarship: This 
scholarship program was created by the 2005 General 
Assembly to provide financial assistance to needy North 
Carolina resident students attending eligible colleges and 
universities located within the state of North Carolina. 

•	 Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (SEOG): 
This scholarship program is for undergraduates with ex-
ceptional financial need. Pell Grant recipients with the low-
est expected family contributions (EFC) will be considered 
first for a SEOG.  SEOG does not have to be repaid. You can 
receive between $100 and $4,000 a year, depending on 
when you apply, your financial need, funding, and ECU fi-
nancial aid policy.

Maximum limit of financial aid:  NCAA rules state that a 
student-athlete may receive financial assistance from various 
sources up to the value of cost of attendance as defined above 
or up to the value of a full grant-in-aid plus a Pell grant – which-
ever is greater.  A student-athlete may receive funding from 
sources for which athletics is a criterion (e.g., institutional ath-
letics scholarship) only up to a full grant-in-aid.  So, a student-
athlete’s award package may add up to cost of attendance 
through a combination of funding sources (e.g., institutional 
financial aid based on athletics ability, outside financial aid and 
need or academic based grants).  

We hope this information has been informative and 
helpful.

Do you have a question you need answered or are 
you still wondering if you should or should not do something?  
Please call ECU’s Office of Compliance at 252-737-4533.   

  

Financial Aid



The Authoritative Independent
Voice of East Carolina

 Wall-to-wall Coverage of the Pirates for a Decade and a Half...
Now with MORE Content than Ever by MORE Writers than Ever.

Make it a part of your daily routine, and you won’t miss a thing.

w w w . b o n e s v i l l e . n e t

•	 Daily	News	&	Features	from	ECU	and	Beyond

•	 Audio	on	Demand:	Ruff’s	Weekly	Pressers	and		
Post-game	Comments

•	 Comprehensive	Game	Reports	and	Photo	Slide	Shows

•	 Inside	Analyses	and	Opinions

•	 Football	&	Hoops	Recruiting	Coverage

•	 Daily	Links	to	Stories	Around	the	Web

•	 Pirate	Time	Machine	Historical	Profiles


